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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


HENRY ADDINGTON, 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Dear Sin, 


| TRE Defenders of our 
Church, who wrote in former times, 
were accustomed to recommend their 
several Works to the patronage of 
some Persons, who were not only dis- 
tinguished by superior station, but who 
were known also to be of Principles 
thoroughly Constitutional in Concerns 
both Civil and Sacred. Precedents 
thus judicious it is prudent to follow: 
from Vou therefore this Compilation 
solicits protection. 

For thus applying itself particularly 
to You, there is an additional reason 
of great propriety. The temperate, 
A 2 well- 
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1 DEDICATION. 
well- adapted, and convincing Speech, 
which you delivered on the proposed 
Legislative Union with Ireland, shews 
your thoughts to have been intent on 

a subject, to which this, Work very 
frequently alludes, the Subject of Ec- 
clesiastical Di 

Allow me to acknowledge, that a 
ne motive also has considerable 
influence on this occasion. For it is 
my desire by this, and all possible 
opportunities, to testify the sense of 
obligation and gratitude, of esteem 
and regard, with which my mind is 
impressed on every recollection of 
Lou. | SU ad 
oltglich Lrhave the a to be, 


Dear Sir, 

Vour most respectful Servant | 
And affectionate friend 
Genen George Isaac LHuntingod; 
Winchexter College, / 7 


Feb. 3, 1800. ets 


PREFACE. | ov as 
8 OME. instances of Separation from the 


Established Church have occurred in 


Parishes, with which the Editor is in- 
timately and officially connected. These 
events. and their unhappy consequences 
habe occasioned him concern, and have 
engaged much of . his thoughts and atten- 
tion. 

From: considering Separation as it 
operates in à conſined ua, he was led to 
view the nature and effects of it more at 
large. As his observation was more 
widely extended, his desire of promoting 
not only local, but Public Good also, Pro- 


portianably increased. He conceived it 


might somewhat tend to that object, if un 
endeavour were made to recommend 
Init, to sheu the excellence of our Re- 
ligious Establishment, and to correct mis- 
taken opinions, prevalent amongst those, 
the. alienation. of whose attachment he 
regrets... Hence he: has been induced to 
communicate what, he could Suggest, and 
to reprint what, hie go rater as: ap- | 
pticable to the oc. rede, wart - 
W © His 
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The + following pages however do not 
 profess to treat of the Several Subjects 
contained in them at any great length. 

; Brevity seemed advisable. If any one 
would see the same Particulars taken on 
higher ground, and illustrated hy more 
ample discussion, he may consult two 
publications, in which he will find much 
good writing with respect to Style, and 
- much conclusive reasoning in point of 
Argument. They are entitled, A. Guide 
to the Church,” and An Appendix to 
the Guide; both by the Rev. CHARLES 

. Davsexny. And however they may, or 
may not be disposed, to concur with this 
Author in all his opinions, yet the Mem- 
bers of the Establishment are certainly 

much indebted to him, for having directed 
the Public Mind to a Question now be- 
come very Serious. 

This Work is addressed' indeed. to all 
English Protestants indiscriminately : but 
it would be understood as speaking in a 
more especial manner to those, who 
though they allow its Doctrines to be 

. * Scriptural, do yet secede from the Es- 
tablished Chnrch, and form” themselves 

into Separate Congregations. 
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THE EDITOR's CALL 


FOR 


UNION WITH THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH, 


| | 
Addressed to ExcLisy PROTESTANTS. 


— 


Wnꝭurnrn Christianity in its purest 
Form shall long be preserved as the Reli- 
gion of our Country, has been One, and 
surely a momentous Object of the difficult 
struggle in which we have been contending. 
And even if it were possible for us imme- 
diately to be blessed with the return of a 
solid, durable, and honourable Peace, yet 
for the security and permanency of the 
Christian Religion amongst us, we must 
continue to be still attentive, still vigilant, 
still anxious. For we are not to entertain 
the delusive hope, that on the cessation of 
War, those who have imbibed the baneful . 
principles of false philosophy will at once 

A desist 
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desist from opposition to our Faith. Fatally 
for the happiness of themselves and of So- 
ciety, to that Faith they are determined 
Enemies They would subvert Christianity: 
that is, in other words, they would bereave 
us of our best Principles; force from us our 
best Helps; extort from us our best Expec- 
tations. Gospel precepts, Gospel grace, 
and Gospel promises, they would sweep 
away; and establish in their place, the foul 
licentiousness, the hardened villanies, and 
the gloomy doubts of abandoned, unfeeling, 
brutal; and dark Atheism. 

And how do 'they labour to effect this 
most ruinous of all destructive machina- 
tions? Those, who are not in open arms 
against us, have recourse to arts, which 
perhaps from their secrecy are more formi- 
dable than open arms. By correspondence, 
by societies. by leagues, by fraternities, 
they connect themselves to each other 
throughout the kingdom, and thus make 
the Cause of Impiety one Common Cause. 

By what means can this atrocious Com- 
bination be defeated ? Our Enemies point 
rut”; out 
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out the only Means. Let us in one particular 
be instructed by them. As they are joined 
together to overthrow Christianity, let us 


be united in Support of our Religion. 


Tes, my Friends, my Brethren, my Coun- 
trymen, it is by Unity, and Unity alone, 
that, under the Blessing of a gracious God, 
we can frustrate the insidious and subtle 
schemes of those, who are sworn to blot 
out the Christian Name from off the earth. 

That « all who profess and call themselves 
Christians, may be led into the way of 
truth, and hold the faith in UnrTr of Spirit, 
in the bond of peace, and in righteousness 
of life;” that “ all who confess God's holy 
name, may agree in the truth of his holy 
Word, and live in Unitr and godly love; 
are among the subjects of earnest supplica- 
tion, which are constantly offered by the 
Established Church. Such is the charity 
and such the piety, in which these senti- 
ments are conceived and expressed, that 
every Christian, who acts consistently, will 


at once accord with them. 


And why not accord with the other 
4} A2 prayers 
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prayers of the Established Church? They 
are all composed with the same zeal for the 
glory of God, and the same regard. wr 
good- will towards Men. 

But truly evangelical as may be these 
subjects, yet the devout Chtistian would 
have more subjects than these, contained in 
his divine service. He would pour forth 
the effusions of his soul, either in deep con- 
trition, or humble supplication, or fervent 
gratitude to the FATHER who created, the 
Son who redeemed, and the HoLy SpIxIT 
who sanctifies him. As a Religious Office 
would be incomplete, if it aided not devo- 
tion in each respect, for all these purposes 
the Liturgy of the Church hath abundantly 
provided. To the weakness, the imper- 
fection, the frailty of Man; to the Mer- 
cies of Providence, Redemption, and Sanc- 
tification,/ is paid continual and due atten- 
tion; and to every occasion are adapted 
prayers, which whether penitential, peti- 
tionary, or Eucharistical, are framed in 
language corresponding with the Scriptures, 
and which, like the on they so closely 
N ' A follow, 
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follow, are beautiful and admirable for 
divine simplicity, solemn gravity, vital 
energy, and unaffected piety. 

This character of excellence in general, 
the Liturgy of the Church may justly claim. 
To the praise of absolute and consummate 
perfection, its moderation and humility do 
not aspire. And in what system composed 
by Men, all insufficient and fallible Beings, 
can there either be found, or ought there to 
be expected, complete Perfection? If the 
main goodness of a Religious Office do far 
and far overbalance the defects in it, that 
degree of superior merit sbould satisfy sober 
and reflecting minds: for such minds should 
never forget, that as the powers of Man are 
all limited; his understanding finite; his 
comprehension bounded; so it is not possi- 
ble for him to ordain a Religious Service, 
which shall have in it no marks of imper- 
fection 5 15 | 

But whatever may be the Imperfections 
of the Established Liturgy, they bear no 
proportion to its more numerous and more 
striking excellencies; nor do they in any 

A3 manner 
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manner relate to Essentials, but are con- 
fined altogether to matters Indifferent ; to 
matters which neither hinder, nor forward 
Salvation, whether they are rejected, or 


whether allowed. And such being the 


nature of its trivial defects, lamentable it is 
that some serious and conscientious Christians 
should think them of such maguitude, as 
on their account to adopt the resolution of 
departing from Communion with the Esta- 
blished Church. 

It is also an occasion of extreme regret, 
that others should leave the Established 
Church, because its Ministers do not in 
EVERY Sermon introduce ALL the points 
peculiar to our Religion. 

The Whole compass of Christian Faith 
and Christian Practice is of wide extent; 
and if distributed, resolves itself into a va- 
riety of parts. The hours for discoursing 
in general recur but Weekly; and in those 


hours, much observation is expected to be 


made on each part. Ministers therefore are 
obliged to take the several heads in suc- 
cession; and thus on different Sabbaths, 

| different 
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different subjects are considered and illus- 


trated. But all tend to that one and the 
same end, the setting forth of the Christian 
covenant; and if any person will attend 
the same Minister through a series of Sab- 
baths, it is much more than probable, that 
in the course of not many months, he will 
hear the Whole Counsel of God, as far as 
it is revealed in Scripture, with respect to 
Man's Salvation, gradually laid open and 
duly explained; and the whole Body of 
Works which should spring from Faith, 
distinctly noticed, and properly enforced, 
on Christian Motives. "Rs | 

But were the case otherwise; were Mini- 
sters less attentive to Christian subjects 
than they are known to be; yet if the 
Prayers of the Establishment are purely 
Christian, the Discourses of its Ministers 


should not impel us to Separation. And 


the reason is this; Preaching is but a Secon- 
dary part of Divine Service; Prayer is the 
first, the chief, the principal Duty. And 
we shall be convinced of this, if we do but 
recollect, that Preaching is an Ordinance 

A4 appointed 
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appointed by Man only; whereas Prayer 
originates from the Will and Command of 
our Lok Do: and moreover, Preaching is but 
the Discourse of Man to Man; whereas 
Prayer is the application of Man to Gov. 
As the object to whom we offer Prayer, 
beyond comparison exceeds the object to 
whom Preaching is directed, so is Prayer in 
its own nature NY superior to that of 
Preaching. 

Supposing then the Piaget of the Esta- 
blished Church to be, as they are, most purely 
Christian, it is a most unhappy circumstance 
that any should separate from the Establish- 
ment, merely because the Preaching of 
some or other Minister is not at all times, 
and on all occasions, precisely according to 
their own ideas of what a Discourse should 
be; ideas, which after all may possibly be 
not- quite right; for the wY best of Men 
may err in opinion. 

And it will not ae the goodness of 
those, whose affections are grown less cor- 
dial to the Establishment, if we impute 
their Separation from so Moderate and pious 
a Church to some Misapprehension. 

; It 
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It is to rectify such misapprehension, 
that from the writings of some Authors 
eminent in their day, have been selected 
and adapted Passages, which though ori- 
ginally intended for past years, are with 
some small variation _ applicable- to 
the present time. 
My Friends and Bieden! have the pa- 
tience and candour to peruse the Extracts 


transcribed for your instruction. Tou will 


find in them Arguments, which perhaps 
may correct your mistaken judgment, and 
which may convince you that Separation 
from a truly Christian Church is no light 
and immaterial Action, either in itself or 
its consequences. | 

In the hope that you will examine the 
following pages, the CaLL of the Editor 
will no longer detain you, than till there 
can be left impressed on your hearts these 
short considerations : | 

The firmest Constitution is secretly 
undermined by Party-Distractions : 


The Christian Community is sadly dis- 
honoured by Religious Division: 
Whoever 
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Whoever loves his Country, will dis- 


courage the former; whoever would obey 


the precepts of the Gospel, will avoid the 1 


latter evils: 4 

For. in his Wisdom our Lorp hath said, 
Every KINGDOM DIVIDED AGAINST IT- | 
SELF 1s BROUGHT TO DESOLATION; and | 


in his Authority HR hath given command, 
HAVE PEACE ONE WITH ANOTHER. 


SECTION 


SECTION THE FIRST. 


CONTAINING 


Passages selected and adapted, from a 
Discourse on © The Nature and Means 
of Church-Unity,” by W. SaerLock, 
D. D. 


The Author, having exhorted us to © pray 
heartily for Peace and Unity among Chris- 
tians, in order that we might understand 
what he means by those terms, proceeds 
thus: Wes 
Let us briefly enquire wherein the Unity 
of the Church consists; and that is in the 
Unity of Faith; the Unity of Communion ; 
and the Unity of Love and Charity. 
Ist. Unity of Faith: Whereby I do not 
understand, that all Christians must agree in 
all the opinions and Speculations of Religion; 
it would be well if it could be so; but this 
can never be, while men have such dif- 
ferent 
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ferent Understandings and Abilities, such 
different Skill and Opportunities of enquiry: 
but the Unity of Faith is secured by an 
Agreement in all the Fundamental Articles 
of Religion, though a little varied in some 
nicer Speculations; which are like the dif- 
ferent features in men's Faces, which distin- 
gnish them from one another, but do not 
alter the Human Shape. The Disputes 
among all that are allowed to be Pro- 
testants, whatever mistakes there may be 
on any side, do not overthrow any ne- 
cessary Article of the Christian Faith; and 
therefore the Unity of the Faith may be 
secured amidst all these Disputes. Some of 
these Disputes are only inconvenient Modes 
of speaking, and the difference is only in 
words, when both parties really mean the 
same thing; which, I believe, if all Heat 
and Passion were laid aside, would in a 
great measure appear to be the true State of 
that Protestant Controversy about Justifi- 
cation by Faith alone. 

As to explain this more particularly, but 
very briefly: There is no good Protestant 
but will confess, That we are Justified only 


by 
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by the Merits of Christ's Death and Sacri- 
fice, as the only Expiation and Atonement 
for our Sins. That no works of Righteous- 
ness which we. can do, can make Satis- 
faction to God for our sins, nor merit 
Eternal Life, which is the Gift of God. 
That Christ is our only Saviour, and that 
he is the Saviour of his Body or Church. 
That we are incorporated into the Body of 
Christ, and put into a state of Justification, 
by Faith and the Christian Sacraments. 
That no impenitent unreformed Sinner, 
though he do profess to believe in Christ, 
and be baptized, shall be saved by Him; 
and therefore though repentance and a 
Holy Life do not merit the Pardon of Sin, 
nor Eternal Rewards, yet they are neces- 
sarily required in all those who shall be 
forgiven and saved by Christ. This, I say, 
all good Protestants agree in, and all this 
is plainly. taught in Scripture, and whoever 
believes this, and practises accordingly, 
shall certainly be saved. What necessity 
is there of disputing what the office of 
Faith, or what the Efficacy of works is in 
our Justification, when we all agree that 

we 
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we are saved only by the Mercy of God, 
and the Merits of Christ through Faith in 
his Blood, and the Exercise of Repentance 
and a Holy Life? To understand the reason 
and order of things, conduces much to the 
beauty and perfection of Christian Know- 
ledge; but Men may be saved, and the 
Peace of the Church better secured, without 
such particular Determinations. 

Thus all good Protestants agree, that all 
God's Works are known to Him from the 
Foundation of the World: That Christ is 
the Lamb slain from the Foundation of 
the World : That God knows who are his, 
and always did so: That we are pre- 
destinated to the adoption of ehildren by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of 
the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved : That 
we are predestinated according to the pur- 
pose of him, who worketh all things ac- 
cording to the counsel of his own will, 
Eph: i. 5, 6, 11. That when God comes to 
judge the World, he will appear infinitely 
just, and good, and merciful: That bad 
men 
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men shall have no reason to complain of 
God, and that good men shall have nothing 


to arrogate to themselves. This secures the 


Glory of God; of his Wisdom, Goodness, 
Justice, Power, and Sovereignty; and what 
need is there to enquire any farther into the 
Divine Decrees, than the Scripture has re- 


vealed; in the particular explication of 


which, when men follow their own Fancies, 
they vastly differ from each other, to the 
great disturbance of the Peace of the 
Church ? We are assured by plain Testi- 
monies of Scripture, That God desires not 
the death of a Sinner, but rather that he 
Should return and live: That our destruc- 
tion is of ourselves: That all the good we 
do, is WHOLLY OWING TO THE GRACE 
or God, WHO WORKETH IN, US BOTH 
TO WILL AND TO DO OP HIS OWN GOOD 
PLEASURE : That all the evil we do is 
owing to ourselves: That every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed; then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; 
and sin when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. This we all agree in, and this at- 

tributes 
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tributes the glory of all the good we do, to 
God; and the shame of all the evil we. do, 
to ourselves; this encourages us to do good 
in a confident assurance of the Divine 
GRACE; and teaches bad men, that they 
must not think to excuse their wickedness 
by charging it on God:: And this 1s all that 
is necessary for us to know, because it is 
all that is needful to the e of 
Religion, and a holy Life. 

But when Men frame this into Philoso- 
phical Hypotheses, they then divide as far 
from each other, as East and West. The 
only way to Peace, is to silence all these 
Disputes, as matters which Mankind will 
never agree about, and wherein Religion is 
no more concerned, than the Government 
of Kingdoms or States; and on which the 
Salvation of our Souls no more depends, 
than the conduct of our Secular Affairs, or 
the Preservation of this Mortal life: For 
the Dispute about Decrees; Predestination; 
God's Power over our Wills; how God 
and Creatures produce the same Effect; 
what belongs to God; and what belongs 
to the Creature in every Action (since in 

him 
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him we live and move) ; concerns every 
thing else as well as Religion; and yet in 
all other cases, men let Philosophers dispute 
these Points, and quietly go about their 
business, and do what is fit to be done, as 
i there were no Controversy about these 
matters. And I cannot imagine why they 
should not do so in Religion too: why they 
should not believe what is plainly taught, 
and do what is commanded ; use the greatest 
Wisdom, and our utmost diligence in doing 
good, and DEPEND uroN THE | SUCCOURS 
OF. THE Divine GRACE, and leave these 
Disputes to be decided at the Day of Judge- 
ment, and that will decide them all. By 
this means I am sure most of the Disputes 
among Protestants, which have given the 
greatest Disturbance to the G would 

be for ever silenced. 
2dly, The. Unity of cm and Bs 
consists in our worshipping God together; 
when we resort to the same Church to offer 
up our united Prayers and Thanksgivings to 
God, and to partake of that holy Supper, 
which is the Sacrament and Symbol of our 
ou to Christ, and to each other: and 
B this 
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this indeed is true Church-Unity : and it is 
greatly to be lamented, that men Who pro- 


fess the same Faith, and agree in all the 


Essentials of Worship, should divide Com- 
munion, and refuse to pray together, and 
to feast at the same holy Table of our Lord. 
We cannot indeed Communicate with the 
Church of Rome, because they have cor- 
rupted the very Essentials of Christian 
Morship But the case is quite different 


among Protestants. They pray to the same 


God, in the only Name of the same Lord 
Jesus Christ; put up the same Petitions; 
offer the same Thanksgivings and Praises; 
observe the same Divine Institutions, with- 


out any Estential change and alteration ; 
and yet cannot worship God together; as 


if-it Were an impious thing to put up tlie 
same Prayers, and to offer the same Praises 
to God in à pious, and grave, and well- 
composed Form of words, which others do, 
(it may be not so well and decently,) in 
their conceived Prayers; as if the Devotion 
of the Communicant in receiving so in- 
estimable a Blessing as the Sacramental 
Body and Blood of Christ upon his knees, 
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were a profanation of that holy -Beast ; 
asi a white Linen Garment which never 
under went any Religious Conjurations, and 
isused only as a decent Habit, without any 
opinion of its Virtue or Sanctity, were n 
just reason to drive men out of the Church, 
from the Christian CLommuniom of Prayers 
and Sacraments. These would be sur- 
prizing stories to any Christian in the 
World, who had never heard before of such 
Disputes among us. 

Pray give me leave to speak my mind 
freely upon this occasion. Upon the best 
and most impartial Inquiries and Obser- 
vations I can make, I do in my conscience 
believe the Church of England to be the 
most Apostolical and best reformed Church 


in the World: I see no reason from the 


nature of things to make any material 
Alterations in her Doctrine, or Worship; 
and therefore, I confess, it has given me 
very just Resentments to hear our Church 
charged with such unjust imputations of 
Popery, Superstition, Idolatry, Will-wor- 
ship, and what not; and to see a blind and 

B2 furious 
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furious Zeal ready to raze up the very 
Foundations of it. It has often grieved me 


to see such a Church as this rent and torn 


by Schisms, which a man of ordinary 
Prudence might easily foresee, wouLD 
GIVE GREAT ADVANTAGE TO THE con- 
MON ENEMY or THE PROTESTANT FAITH. 
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SECTION THE SECOND. 


_ CONTAINING 


Passages selected and adapted, from a 
Discourse on *© Edification,” by Dr. 


HascaRD. 


The whole Discourse may be seen in a 
Work called © A Collection of Cases, by 
some Divines of the City of London; a 


Work, in which the serious Christian will 


find every the most scrupulous objection to 
Church-Communion, angered: in a full and 
satisfactory manner. | 
In considering the Question, Whether 
it is lawful for any man to forsake the 
Communion. of the Church of England, and 
go to the separate Meetings, because he can 
better edify there? the Author denies the 
very ground of the Question; and insists 
on it, that better Edification is not to be 
B3 had 


22 | CHURCH 


had in separate Meetings, than what is found 
in the Church of England. 

There is not better Edification to be had 
in the Separate Meetings, than in the Com- 
munion of the Church of England. 

This will appear if we consider, 

1. How apt and fit the whole Con- 
stitution of the Church of England is to 
edify Men's Souls. | 

2. That this Constitution is well used 
and managed by the Pastors of our Church, 
for Edification. 

Tbe first will be manifest by inddbtich, 
if we consider the several Parts of her 
Constitution, redueible to these 5 
Heads 4 

1. Her Creeds' or Articles of Faith are 
{1 those which our Dissenters themselves have 
_ often allowed; which are Full and Plain, 
* containing all Necessaries and Fundamentals 
in Religion; nothing defective in Vitals or 
Integrals, to make up the Body 'of a true 
Christian Church. Christ that founded his 
Church, best knew what Was won 
necessary to her Being; F And there 
wen that he oy declared to be so, Fon 
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is contained in her Creeds. Whatever is 
Fundamental for us to know of the Nature 
of God, is to be found there, or by easy 
Consequences deduced from them. Would 
we know what we ought to believe of the 
Nature of Christ or his offices, the Designs 
of his coming upon Earth, the Constitution 
of his Reign and Government, the Rewards 
and Punisbments of his Laws, the Times of 
Account and Retribution, the mighty Mira- 
cles and extraordinary Acts of Providence 
to confirm these; we may read them at 
large in Holy Writ, and find them wisely 
summed up in our Creeds. Whose Articles, 
to help the Memories of Men, are short and 
few; and to assist the dulness of their 
Understandings, are manifest and plain; 
they containing no more than what was 
some way or other, either supposed before, 
or included in, or following from that brief 
Creed, the Character of a true Christian, 
that Jesus is the Clrist,, the Son f God, 
1. Joh. iv, 15—v, 5. Whatever is any way 
revealed by God as necessary, is an Article 
of our Taith: Nothing that is nice and 
obscure, fit only for Dispute and Wrang- 
B 4 ling, 
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ling, is brought into our Creed; all whose 
Articles are Primitive and of Divine Right, 
none of them purely speculative or curious, 
but plain and useful, in order to Practice, 
naturally leading to an holy Life, the end 
of all Religion. We love every thing that 
is truly Ancient and Apostolical, but we 
cannot call that an eternal 'Fruth which 'was 
but yesterday. We believe all that the early 
Christians in the first 300 Years thought 
sufficient for them to know (and they were 
very secure that this would save them.) 
And if any Truth be disguised or defaced 
by the iniquity of the descending Ages, we 
are ready to receive it, whenever it is made 
clear, and restored to its former Shape and 
Complexion, we casting out Obstinacy and 
Perverseness out of our Practice, as well as 
Niceness out of our Creeds. That Creed 
which Christ and his Apostles taught, the 
Saints, Martyrs, and Confessors, the wise 
and good men in the first and purest Days 
of Christianity believed, and were secure 
of Heaven by it, and therefore added no 


more; that Faith this Church maintains, 
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which will sufficiently and us uy 
the Souls of men. 

2. The Necessity she lays upon a good 
Life and Works. For this is the solemn 
intention of all Religion, our Creed, our 
Prayers, our Sacraments, and Discipline, 
and all Devotion. Her Creed is such, that 
all its Articles so directly, or by natural 
Consequence, lead unto Virtue and Holiness, 
that no Man can firmly believe them, but 
they must ordinarily influence his Manners; 
and better his Conversation: and if by 
virtue of his Creed his Life is not mended, 
he either ignorantly and grossly mistakes 
their Consequences, or is wilfully desperate. 
Our Church publickly declares, that with- 
out preparatory Virtues, no Acts of Devo- 
tion, however set off with Zeal and 
Passion, are pleasing unto God; and if 
Obedience be wanting afterwards, are but 
Scene and Show. Such a Faith she lays 
down as Fundamental to Salvation, which 
rests not in the Brain and Story; in mag- 
nifying and praising, in sighing and repeat- 
g but in the production of Mercy. 

— 
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Charity, and Jnitites ind such excellent 
Virtues. She makes no Debates between 
Faith and good Works, nor argues nicely 
about the Preference, nor disputes critically 
the Mode, how jointly they become the con- 
dition of Salvation; but plainly determines 
that WITHOUT FAITHR AND GOOD WORES 
NO MAN SHALL, SEE. Gop. She not only 
keeps to a Form of sound Words, but to a 
Conversation of equal Firmness and Solidity. 
Her Festivals are to commemorate the 
Virtues of Excellent Men, and to recom- 
mend them as Precedents for imitation. 
Her Ceremonies, which were principally 
designed for Decency, may also remind us 
of those Virtues, Which become the Wor- 
shippers of God. Her Collects and Peti- 
tions are for Grace to subdue our Follies, 
and to fortify our Resolutions for Holiness. 
Her Discipline is to lead Sinners into So- 
briety and Goodness; And her Homilies 
are plainly and smartly to declare against 
the gross Acts of Impiety, and to persuade 
a true Christian Deportment in word and 

deed; and her whole Constitution aims at 
3 5 the 
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the Design of the Gospel, to teach Men to 
live Soberly, Righteously, and Godly- o She 
flatters and lulls no man asleep in Vice; 
but tells all secure Sinners plainly, that 
they do not Pray nor Receive aright, that 
they are not Absolved, that their Persons 
are not Justified, nor can have any true 
Hopes of Heaven, except they purify them- 
selves, and be really Just and Good. She 
neither useth nor allows any nice Dis- 
tinctions in plain Duties to baffle our 
Obedience, nor suffers a cunning Head to 
serve the Designs of a wicked heart, and 


teach Men learnedly to Sin; but urgeth 


plain virtues laid down distinctly in Holy 
Writ, and taught by natural Reason and 
Conscience (without calling them mean 
Duties, or ordinary Morality) to be the 
great Ornament of our Religion, and the 
Soul of our Faith. She sets no abstruse and 
fantasticx Characters, nor any Marks, 
whose Truth must be fetched in by long 
Deductions and Consequences for Men to 
judge by, whether they shall be saved or 
no; but Faith and good Works, which the 
Philosophers and meanest Christians can 

To vr easily 
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easily judge of. The Civil Interest of a 
Nation is edified by 'such a Church, pressing 
the Necessity of Good Works; not only 
thereby enforcing Peace and Justice, Pity 
and Tenderness, Humility and Kindness, 
one towards another; but she makes Kings 
safer and Subjects more secure, condemning 
both Tyranny and Disobedience ; Parents 
more obeyed and Subjects more loved, 
commanding equally Bowels and Affections, 
and Duty and Honour; Masters and Ser- 
vanits, Husbands and Wives, and all Rela- 
tions, are kept in their just Bounds and 
Privileges. With other Churches, we make 
good works necessary to Salvation, but 
think ourselves more modest and secure in 
taking away Arrogance and Merit, and 
advancing the grace of Christ: With other 
Men, we ery up Faith, but not an hungry 
and a starved one, but what is fruitful of 
Good Works, and so have all that others 
contend for, with — e- and 
Securitʒ. 

3. How fitly this Church is conctituted 
to excite true Devotion. When we make 
our Addresses unto God, we ought to have 

| ane 4 
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Worthy and Reverend Conceptions of his 
Nature, a true Sense and plain Knowledge 
of the Duty, and of the Wants and Ne- 
cesities for which we pray to be supplied. 
All which our Church, to help our Devo- 
tion, plainly sets down, describing God by all 
his Attributes of Just and Wise; and laying 
forth the Vice and Infirmities of Human 
Nature, and that none else but God can 
cure our Needs, When her Sons are to 
pray, the matter of her Petitions are not 
nice and controverted, trivial or words of a 
Party; but plain and substantial, wherein 
all agree. Her Words in Prayer are neither 


rustick nor gay; the whole Composure 
neither too tedious nor too short; decently 


ordered to help our Memories and wander- 
ing Thoughts. Responsals and short Col 
lects in Publick Devotion, are so far from 
being her Fault, that they are her Beauty 
and Prudence. There are few Cases and 
Conditions of Human Life, whether of a 
Civil or Spiritual Nature, Which have not 
their proper Prayers and particular Peti- 
tions for them, at least as is proper for 
Publick Devotions. When we return our 

Thanks 
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Thanks, we have proper Offices to enflame 
our Passions, to quicken our sense of ac 
knowledgement; toſexcitè our Love, and to 
confirm our future Obedience; the best in- 
tance of Gratitude. When we commemo- 
rate the Passion of Christ, we have a Ser- 
vice fit to move Our Affections, to assist our 
Faith, to enlarge our Charity, to shew forth 
and exhibit Christ and all his Sufferings, 
every: way. to: qualify us to discharge that 
great Duty. She hath indeed nothing to 
Kkindle an Enthusiastick heat, or any thing 
that savours of Raptures and Extacies; but 
that which makes us maniy devout, our 
Judgement still guiding: our Affections. 
When we first enter into Religion; and go 
out of, the World, We. have two proper 
Offices, Baptism and Burial, full, of Devo- 
tion, to attend those Purposes. So that if 
any doth not Pray, and give Thanks, Com- 
municate, and Live like a Christian, it is 
not because the Services to promote these 
are too plain and hungry, beggarly and 
mean; but their own Mind is not - fitly 
qualified before they use them. Bring but 
an honest mind to these parts of Devotion, 
E a4 
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a true sense of God, sober and good pur- 
poses, and Affections well disposed; then, 
that which is plain will prove Seraphical, 
improve our Judgement, heighten our Pas- 
sions, arid make the Church a Choir of 
Angels. Without which good Disposition, 
our Devotion is but Constitution, or Melan- 
choly Peevishiness, Sulleniess, or Devotion 
to a Party, a Sacrifice that God will! not 
r 5. O. Dion 190 gen 03. amd 

4. Her Order and Discipline Such une lle 
Capacities and Manners” of Men, that they 
are not to be taught only by naked” Virtue a 
natural Judgement, or an immediate Teach- 
ing of God; but by Ministry and Disdipline, 
decent Ceremonies and Constitutions, and 
other external Methods These are the 
outward Pales and Guards, the Supplies 
and Helps for the Weakness of Human 
Nature. Our Church hath fitted and or- 


dered these so well, as neither to want or 
to abound; not to make Religion too gay, 
nor leave her slovenly; neither rude nor 
fantasticx; but is Cloathed in Dresses 
proper to a manly Religion; not to please 


or gratify our Senses, so as to fix there, but 
[661 to 
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to serve the reason and judgement of our 
Mind. There are none of our Ceremonies, 
which good Men, and wise Men, have not 
judged decent, and gerviceable to the great 
Ends of Religion; and none of them but 
derives themselves from a very ancient 
Family, being used in most Ages, and most 

Antiquity, and  Usefulness, to plead fox 
them, to help our Memories, to excite our 
Afﬀections, - to render our Services orderly 
and comely, Were we indeed all Soul, and 
such Seraphical Saints, and grown Men as 
we make ourselves, we might then plead 
against such external Helps: but when we 
have Natures of Weakness and Passion, 
these out ward helps may be called very con- 
venient, if not generally necessary. And 
as our Nature is mixt of Soul and Body, 80 
must always our Devotion be here, and 
such God expects, and is pleased with. 
Our Church is neither defective in Power 
and Discipline (had she her just Dues,) nor 
yet tyrannical: but her Government, like 
her Clime, is so well tempered together, 


that the Members of this Christian Society 
0} may 
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not be dissolute or rude; nor towards her 
Rules insolent; being constituted in the 
Church with their different Names and 
Titles, not for lustre and greatness, and 
Secular Purposes, but for Suppression of 
vice, the maintaining of Faith, Peace, 
Order, and all Virtues, the true Edification 
of Men's Souls. This Government is not 
modern, particular, or purely human; but 
was Apostolical, primitive, and Universal, 
to Time as well as Place; till some private 
Persons, for number, learning, or piety, 
not to be equalled to the good Men of Old, 
who defended it, and obeyed it, and suf- 
fered for it, out of some mistakes of Hu- 
man Frailty and Passion, or born down 
with the iniquities of the Times, began to 
change it, and declaim against it, though 
50 very fit and proper to promote Christi- 
anity in the World. This is a general 
Account of that Edification that is to be 
had in that Church in which we live; a 
more particular one would be too long for 
this Discourse. But thus much must be 
said; that Examine all her particular parts 
and Offices; you will find none of them 
light or superstitious; novel or too nume- 
C rous; 
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ous; ill-disposed or uncouth; improper or 
2urthensome ; no just Cause for any to re- 
golt from her Communion; but considering 
che present Circumstances of Christianity, 
and Men, the best constituted Church in 
the World. If therefore Edification be 
going on to Perfection, or growing in 
Grace; if it is doing good to the Souls of 
Men; if it be to make plain the great 
things in Religion, to the Understandings 
of Men; or whatever the import of it is, 
in relation to Faith or Virtue, which is the 
Condition of our Salvation; it is to be 
found in this Church, whose nme 
is apt and ſit to do all this. 

II. This Constitution is used and bing 
in the best way, by the; Pastors of our 
Church, to edify the Souls of Men. This 
wall appear, if we consider these two 
1. That there are strict Commands under 
great penalties laid upon the Pastors of our 
Church, to do this; who, are not left to 
their own, freedom and private Judgement, 
or the force only of common Christianity 
_ FEW thus, to improve Men's Souls 
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committed to their charge; but have Tem- 
poral Mulets and Ecelesiastial Censures 
ö held over them, to keep them to their 
ö Duty: that when they do inform or direct 
: their Flocks about their belief, they should 
: keep to the analogy of Faith, or Form of 
a sound words; or, when they persuade to 
f practice, their Rules and Propositions must 
be according to Godliness. That whenever 
they exhort or rebuke, preach or pray; 
whenever they direct, or answer the scru- 
ples of Men's Minds, in the whole exercise 
and compass of their Ministry; they are to 
have an eye to the Creed; to regard Mercy 
and Justice, the Standard of good morals; 
in short, to preserve Faith and a good Con- 
science with substantial Devotion, which 
will to the purpose edify Men $ Souls, and 
effectually save them. | 
2. 'That these commands are We 
the Pastors of our Church; and they do 
all things in it to Edifieation. For the 
truth of this, we appeal to good Men, 
and Wise Men, in the Communion of our 
Church, who have honesty and judgement 
to Wampe the truth; and who with grati- 
C2 - tude 
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tude acknowledge that the Pastors of the 
Church of England have led them into the 
ways of Truth and Righteousness ; cured 
their Ignorance; and reformed their Lives; 
and upon good Grounds given them an 
Assurance of Heaven. Our Protestant 
Neighbours, impartial Judges, will give 
their Testimony to this Truth, who have 
owned and commended the Government of 
this Church; * condemned the Separation; 
magnified. the Prudence, Piety, and Works 
of her Governours and Pastors; and wished 
that they and their own charge were under 
such a Discipline; and translated many of 
their pious and learned works, to edify and | 
save the people. Our Dissenting Brethren | 
themselves (at least in the good Mood, and | 
bout of the heat of Dispute) give their | 
Consent to this, that the Instructions and | 
Dis:ourses of out Pastors from their Pulpits, 
are solid, learned, affectionate, and pious; 
and their only crime was, that Sometimes 


2 
5 * The very 8 and strong terms of disappro- 
bation, in which Calvin and Beza censure those, who 
would reject Episcopacy as constituted in our Church, 
* becbern in “ The Scholar Armed.” Vol: 2. p. 67. E 
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they were too well studied, and too good. 
If in the great number of English Clergy, 
some few answer not the true Design of 
preaching, to inform Men's Minds, to guide 
their Conscience, and move their Afﬀec- 
tions; what is this to the general charge, 
% that no Edification so good is to be had, 
as in the Separate Meetings; the pretended 
Cause of Separation? For it is no more 
a true Cause, than want ef Accommodation 
or Room in Churches, for some to separate, 
where good Ediſication and Conveniency 
too may be easily had. And since they 
compel our Pastors to speak well of them 
selves, by their detraction and speaking ill 
of them, they must gladly suffer them as 
fools (2 Cor. 11. 19.) boldly to say, TAT 
SINCE "THE REFORMATION AND MANI 
HUNDRED: YEARS BEFORE, THERE HATH: 
NOT BEEN A CLERGY $0 LEARNED AND 
PIOUS, | so PRUDENT AND EVERY WAT 
INDUSTRIOUS, To EDIT AND SAVE TAE 
Sous or Mx, : as * Now 1s IN "THE 
ExGrisn Cnvrcn. bs £9 #111 
In applying these words to the present time, the 
Editor is justified by very many examples, which 

howeyer delicacy forbids him to specify. 
SECTION 
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SECTION THE THIRD. 
CONTAINING 


Passages selected and adapted, from a 
Tract on © The Reasonableness of Con- 
formity to the Church of England re- 
presented to Dissenting Ministers, by 
Bishop HoADLEx. 


FROM their different views of Christianity, 
Men will differ very widely in their opi- 
nions, concerning other particulars which 
relate to this Author. In one respect how- 
ever, they will probably be unanimous. 
For, all who are acquainted with his life or 
writings, must readily grant, that in matters 
of Religion he was very far from being 
severe and intolerant. - Yet even he, with all 
his easiness of temper and latitude of think- 
ing, could not allow Separation from the 


Established Chuich to be. either necessary or 
defensible, 
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defensible, in persons believing the principal 
Truths of Christianity. And the pleas used 
by Ministers of this description, who never- 
theless encburaged Dissenting Congrega- 
tions, he examines at large. Three of their 
arguments are discussed and confuted in 
words to this effect. | 


ARGUMENT, 


We judge it to be our duty to continue 
the public Exercise of our Ministry, because 
of the Nevessities of the People; many 
Ministers in the public Churches having 
more Souls to look after than _—_— 
would be sufficient for. ; | 


| ANSWER. 

If 1 understand this Argument aright; 
You do hot mean by it, that the private 
care of these Ministers cannot be sufficient 
for their People: for though this might be 
at Argument for your private Assistance, 
yet you could not produte it as an Argu- 
ment for your public Ministrations. But 
whit you mean by it must be this; that 
there ate more People in some Parighes; than 

64 can 
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can possibly enjoy the Public Care of their 


established Minister; than can have the 


opportunity of Communion in the Public 
Assemblies, and the Offices of Religion, 
and that it is for the sake of these you con- 
tinue your public Ministrations. 

This, I say, is what must be meant by 
it, as it is urged in Defence of your public 
Ministry ; and in answer to-it, you must 
pardon me, if I tell you, 

You know very well, that as conviderable 
Persons as any amongst you make no scruple 
of.;settling in Parishes of as little extent 


as any in London: that those of you 


who settle in the largest Parishes, receive 
without distinction, People from all quar- 
ters; as well those whose Parish Churches, 
are able to contain them, as those which, 
you pretend, are not; that your Congrega- 
tions are made up, not of those Persons 
whom their Established Minister is not able 


to take care of, but of those who will not 
let him take care of them: who would not 


come to the Worship and Service of the 


Church of England, were the Places of 


Assembly ten times more capacious than 
| y they 


NO NECESSARY. 41 
they are, and the settled Minister never 80 
able and ready to instruct them. And if I 
should say, that there is not a single Person 
in all your Congregations who applies him- 
self to You purely because He hath no op- 
portunity of public Worship, and Attend- 
ance. upon God's Ordinances, in the Esta- 
blished Church, and because it is not pos- 
sible for the Minister of the Parish to take 
care of him: I bardly think I should go 
beyond truth. And if this be true (as I 
have Reason to think it is) how can you 
alledge it as an Argument for your public 
Practice, that the People of your Congre- 
gations have no opportunity, in the ;Esta- 
blished Church, of attending upon God's 
Worship ; when none of your People will 
give this as the Reason of their attendance 
upon you? We have not the least reason 
to think, that you would lay aside the 
public Exercise of your Ministry, had all 
our People these Opportunities you speak 
of. We find you all generally as little 


scrupulous of ministering publicly where 


the established Ministers are able to take 
care of the Souls in their Parishes, where 
be) the 


— 
o 
o 
- - — — EL 
— x ̃ — . , ay , 
- — 


42 SEPARATION 
the Churches stand very thick, and are ca- 


pacious enough to hold many more than 


those that belong to them, as of ministering 
in the most populous Parishes. We see 


you but little concerned that the People 


should make use of the opportunities they 
have in the way Establisted : and not at all 
backward to receive and encourage any; 
though under no such necessities as you 
here represent them. And while we see 


and observe these practices, we cannot but 


wonder at the mention of this Principle; 


and therefore appeal to all the World, if 


this be not very odd Reasoning: The Peo- 
ple in many Parishes have not the Possibility 
of reaping any Benefit from the publie 
Labours of their settled Minister, that is, 
of attending upon God's public Worship 
and of bearing his Word; therefore, 
we think it our Duty to settle our- 
selves in these Parishes, to Minister in 


public, not to those Persons who eome to us 


because they have no Opportunity of at- 
tendance upon God's Ordinances, in the 
Established Church, but to those, who 
would never attend upon the Worship of 
. God, 
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God, in their Parish Church, though they 
could do it with the greatest ease; to those 
who come from other Parishes, where they 
lie under no such Difficulties; in a word, 
to all, who will 'attend upon us, let the 
Motive be what it will, And, what is 
more, KD! ; 
Therefore, we think it our Duty not only 
to settle ourselves in these Parishes, but in 
any others, where we think fit, as oppor- 
tunity offers itself. 

I hope I have not misrepresented your 
Practice, the Reasons for which we are now 
enquiring into. And to advance in Deſense 
of it, the necessities of a few Parishes, is 
to advance a Plea, which when we com- 
pare it with your practice, we find utterly - 
insufficient to defend those of you 'who 
have settled in these very Parishes; much 
more, those of you, who have not scrupled 
to Minister publicly, where-ever an oppor- 
tunity hath offered itself: A Plea utterly 
inconsistent with the practice of any 
amongst you, that have either encouraged 
others who minister where no such Ne- 
cessities can be pretended, or, have mi- 

BY | nistered 
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nistered there yourselves; and therefore, 
utterly insufficient to defend the Practice of 
any of you all that I ever heard of. This 
vou must be sensible of yourselves, unless 
you may be supposed ignorant of your own 
constant and professed Practice. And 
therefore, I say again, that, how plausible 
soever this Argument may seem, and how fall 


of concern for the People, yet, it is not 


fair for you to urge it in Defense of your 
Practice, whilst it is so manifest that your 
Practice cannot be defended by it. 
The next Argument in — of your 
public Ministrations is this, 
We think it our Duty to continue the 
public Exercise of our Ministry, because 
sundry of the Established Ministers are 
insufficient and unqualified. | 

IJ confess I know not well, what you 
mean in this Place by insufficent, and un- 
qualified. But I think you cannot mean 
that they are Evil or Wicked; because it is 
your Opinion that the ministry of such 
may be used both in hearing the Word of 
God, and in receiving of the Sacraments, 
and that with profit, if the People be not 

| wanting 
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wanting to themselves. And if their 
Ministry may be used with Profit, then the 
Case of the People under such Ministers is 
not, in your Account, so desperate, as to 
make your public Assistance a necessary 
Remedy. And if it be not 8 oy 
ought not to be continued. 

By insufficient and ee 1 think; 
therefore, that you must mean ignorant, 
and unable to instruct the People. And I 
suppose, that you do not here speak, of 
the insufficiency of Ministers, with respeet 
to those private Labours which are neces- 
sary in a parish (because this can be no 
Argument for any but Private Labours in 
yourselves) but with respect to their public 
Labours and instructions: and that what 
you would have us understand here, comes 
to this: That the insufficiency of some 
Parish-Ministers, is so great, that the Souls 
of the People are endangered by their at- 
tendance upon their Public Ministrations, / 
and that it is necessary, on this Account; to 
Minister publicly in a separate way. And 
if this be what you mean, I have three 
things to offer, in answer to this Argument; 


not 
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not. denying but that there may be Ministers 
in the Established Church in this sense, 
insufficient. In the first Place, This is not 
a sufficient Reason for the People to join 
with Ministers of Churches separated from 
the Church of England; and consequently, 
it is not a sufficient Reason for you to con- 
tinue your separate public Ministrations for 
their Advantage. Secondly, In the Places 
where this Plea can be urged with the best 
Grace, it is very great odds whether the 
People get any thing by going over to those 
Ministers who separate from the Established 
Church. Thirdly, As I told you under the 
last Head, se I tell you freely under this, 
That, how good a Reason soever this may 
be, yon know that it is not the true Reason 
of your public Ministrations. | 
First, Supposing it true, that there are 
8 Ministers in the Established Church, 
ingutheient, that is, ignorant, and not able 
to teach and instruct their People; I say 
this is not a sufficient Reason for the People 
to forsake the Church of England, and to 
betake themselves to the helps of a Separate 
OP and form themselves into e 
| distinct 
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distinct from it. And if it be not a suffi- 


cient reason for the People to do this, you 
ought not, in Conscience, to encourage 
them in doing it: and therefore, this cannot 
be a sufficient Justificatian of your public 
Ministrations. No Church upon Earth, in 
which there are some thousands of Ministers, 
can possibly escape this Unhappiness: And 
it is a little hard indeed, if, upon an un- 
happiness wholly unavoidable; new and 
distinct Churches, with differing Modes of 
Worship, must be erected, for the improve - 
ment of the Knowledge, and the destruc- 
tion of the Love and Charity of the 
Chriftian People. But if ever any Church 
upon Earth may be said ta have taken care 
that the People shall not suffer considerably, 
ox their Salvation be endangered, through this 
inconvenience, certainly it must be granted, 
that THE CHURCH O ENGLAND HATH: Ex- 
FECTUALLY, DONE, iP, Werg the public As- 
semblies indeed left ta the sole manage- 
ment, and guidance of the Minister of the 
Parish; were the People to be served with 
nothing but What he could, and would, 
afford them; were they to be entertained 
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with Prayers, wholy according to the 


abilities, or the present Fancy, Invention, 
and Disposition of their Minister; were 
he left to his Liberty, whether he would 
read to them any part of God's Word, or 
not; were the poor People in such a Case, 
under the provision of the Church of En- 
gland, then, indeed, the ignorance of their 


Minister might be a deplorable Misfortune 


to them. But God be thanked, the Case 
is not so, in the Church of England; 


though it be, in the Churches set up in op- 


position to it, and under pretence of greater 
Purity of Worship, and Edification of the 
People. But in our Church, the People 
have no Necessity of departing from the 
most insufficient Minister you can easily 
find. For the decencies; and essentials of 
public Worship are secured to them. They 
have Prayers prepared for them, serious 
and pious; Prayers, which, if a Man, bring 


a good Heart along with Him, will be 


neither useless, nor insipid; such as are fit 
for the public Addresses of the Church to 
God, and such as you yourselves will allow 
to be tolerable. They are sure of hearing, 
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the pure Word of God, in the reading of 
which they may join, avd from which, by 
a serious Attention, they may reap (L hope) 
as much Advantage, as from any Human 
Composure whatever, The Lord's Prayer, 
the Creed; the ten Commandments, are 
constantly part of their Entertainment on 
the Lord's Day; which are Instructions to 
them, what is proper for them to ask of 
God, What it is necessary for them to be- 
lieve, what it is their duty to practice, in 
order to Salvation. These are no small, 
nor contemptible Advantages. And, I be- 
lieve, you could not but bestow a very good 
Character on that Minister, who should 
provide such a wholesome Food for his 


People, as a Minister in the Established 


Church is under an Obligation to bring forth 
to his Congregation every Lord's Day; nor 
could you think that a Pastour, who. should 
do what was equivalent to this, in your 
way, was. lightly to be forsaken, or the 
case of his people to be represented as des- 
perate, Besides, The People we are, now 
speaking of, must be supposed to be Per- 
sons concerned for their Souls, and able to 
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judge of the sufficiency of their Minister. 


If they be, they must be sensible that these 


Advantages are, to a serious Person, in- 


finitely beyond the best Sermon in the 


World, and their Salvation not endangered 
under such Provision. But if they be re- 
solved not to hear any thing from one 
whom they imagine to be insufficient, 
where yet is the necessity of your Public 
Ministrations? Are none of their neigh- 


bouring Establisbed Ministers sufficient 


Preachers enough for them? Can they find 
none that teach sound Doctrine? And, Is 
preaching in such a desperate Condition in 
the Church of England, that a separate 
Ministry must be set up, and continued, 
for fear the truth of God, and the Essen- 
tials of Salvation, should perish from the 
Earth ? If it be not, and if those who com- 
plain of their Ministers insufficiency, can be 
supplied at a neighbouring Church, with as 
little pains as many are at to go to separate 


_ Congregations; and, as much to their ad- 


vantage as at any of these separate Con- 
gregations; then there is no Necessity for 
the continuance of your publie Ministra- 

tions 
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tions on this Account. And that they may 
be as well supplied, is what, I believe, you 
will not, and, I am sure, you cannot rea- 
sonably, deny. Nay, I offer it to your 


consideration, whether it be not credible, 


what I have ventured to say, | 
Secondly, That in the places where this 
Plea can be urged with the best Grace, it is 
very great odds whether the People get any 
thing by forsaking their Parish Minister, 
and: attending upon those Ministers who 
separate from the Established Church, You 
must be very ignorant of the State of the 
Nation, or very, much mistaken in your 
Notions of true Christian Knowledge, if 
you think that this separate Ministry which 


vou have encouraged throughout the Na- 


tion, and now are pleading for, hath this 
Advantage. over the Established Ministry 
you would here give it. If I judge it aright, 
the Country, and the Parishes at the greatest 
distance from London, and other consider- 
able Towns, are (generally speaking) the 
places in which -the People are most likely 
to suffer under insuffictent Ministers, and 


in which they can with the best Face cry. 
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out upon the Ignorance of their Teachers. 
What excellent judges the People in these 
places are, of the Knowledge and Abilities 
of their Ministers, I need not say. But 
however, If they be resolved to forsake 
their own Minister and not to be centented 
with Him, nor any other of the Established 
Ministers about them, I may appeal t6 
yourselves, whether it be probable, that 
they will meet with more Knowledge, and 
greater Abilities, in the separate Ministry 
commonly found in such Places. Lou 
must be very partial to your own cause, If 


you think so. * WIE YOU To HEAR BUT 


SOME 


* With this passage let no one be displeased, who 
by previous habits and diligent study for some years, 
prepared himself for discharging the religious functions 


of his peculiar Profession. Ministers, who havecome 


to their Office with these qualifications, and who ful- 
fl their duties respectably and conscientiously; how- 
ever unconnected they may be with our Church, yet 


they cannot be conceived as within the contemplation 


either of the Author or Editor, in the expressions 
above used. But the words are applicable to persons, 
of whom the learned and good among Dissenters them- 
selves cannot surely approve; to Men; who without 


any testimony to their Moral Character, or any pre- 


tensions 
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SOME PART OF WHAT MIGHT TRULY AND 
JUSTLY BE AFFIRMED OF THE (GROSS AND 
INTOLERABLE IGNORANCE OF, MANY WHO 
ARE. SET Ur FOR PREACHERS IN A SEPA- 
RATE, WAY, in the places I am speaking 
of; SUCH, AN IGNORANCE AS FILLS. THEIR 
PRAYERS (as Mr. BAX ER describes the 
performances of some in his time) Wirk 
CaRN AL PaS80N,, SELFISHNESS, FAC- 
TION, DISORDER, VAIN REPETITIONS, UNr- 
SOUND | AND. LOA THSOME, EXPRESSIONS); 
AND THEIR OCTRIFE | Warn ERROURS 
AND CONFUSION,; YOU ,WOULD BE SEN- 
SLBLE,/; THAT SUCH, A | GENERAL Excou- 
RAGEMENT ,0UGHT NOT! TO RE GIVEN xo 
THE PEOFPLR TO FORSAKE , THEIR Mixa- 
ERS WEN EVER THEY PLEASE/DO THANK 


'THEM/INSUFPFLICIENT. And did you but call 


to mind (ns Won Know: to be d apt 
it ebd. 0 
tensions to necessary i e Waden of 


Licences for apening Meetings, which they abuse to 
the purposes of exciting hatred against the National 


Church, and against other Congregations not of their 


on persuasion; inculcating rather Political Innova- 
tions, than Religious Truths. This is not to de 


nenn. 1 4 Gift 188 Det 
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much the most insufficient are followed, and 
before what sort of men they are often pre- 
ferred, you would be more sensible of this. 
And did you but consider (what is matter of 
fact) that the most sufficient of the separate 
Ministry are generally found where the 
most sufficient of the Established Ministry 
are settled, and as it were opposed and con- 
fronted to them, and that the most insuf- 
ficient and most ignorant of the separate 
Ministry are found where the most insuffi- 
cient and most ignorant of the Established 
Ministry are pretended to be, where there 
is most occasion for the able and knowing; 
you would blush to put us in mind of this, 
by urging such a Plea in Defense of that 
separate Ministry you have set up, and con- 
tinue to plant, and encourage, throughout 
the Land. But I must not be so unjust to the 
Established Church, as not to observe the 
little likelihood of any Advantage to the 
People, in forsaking their Parish Churches, 
and frequenting separate Congregrations; 
even supposing their Established Minister, 
truly insufficient. For, as they leave an 
n Minister, 80 it must be remem- 


bered 
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bered that they leave a Public Service, - ex- 
cellently fitted for the Worship of God (the 
chief End of Public Assemblies) and their 
own improvement in Knowledge and Piety. 
They leave a Public Service made up of 
serious and devout Prayers and Praises:; 
Sentences and Hymns in the words of 
Scripture, ; Lessons out of the old and new 
Testament; 'The Lord's Prayer, Creed, and 
ten Commandments. -- But, it scems, the 
People must be encouraged to think this but 
a heavy, insipid Service, of little Profit, and 
little Edification ; easily to be disregarded, 

and to be left upon any prejudice, and upon 


the least ground, though never s foolish, 


and unworthy, of a. Christian. Whether 


they be sensible, what it is they leave, I 


know not. But this I know, that they are 


not very likely to meet with a public Ser- 


vice, in any Separate Congregation, more 


fitted for the worship of God, or their own 
Edification; especially in these parts of the 


Land, where the insufficieney of their Mi- 


nisters ar with most Reason * prey. 
| But, 74 
Thirdly This Plea, bow * ever it 
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be in itself, yet, is not the true Reason for 
your continuing your 'Public Ministrations. 
"The World tan easily see what your Prac- 
tice hath been, and is; and, say what you 
— will judge of your Principles from 
The very mention of this must reflect 
92 Löbrselves, When it is so plain (as 1 
observed before) that the most sufßcient of 
'you plant vourselves Where the most Suf- 
ficient of the Established Clergy are to be 
found, and that the Places which first gave 
ain to this' pretense; are left to the 
Mt aptstttneient, and most unworthy of 
Fo: mm Looks as if tribre regard were 
U 1d 46 th e maintaining the Credit,” and sup- 
potting the Interest of a Party, than to the 
*npplying” the Necessitis of the People, or 
the makivg up the "Deficiencies" of the 
Established Ministry. Could we but see you 
Hearty concerned (as Mr. Baxter was orice, 
af not always) that the People should attend 
on the Vinister, when he is a sufficient 
Wat? as much concerned for this, as" you 
78 4 gain Proselytes, ard ihtrease the 
abe of your own Followers; were you 
as Teady to Elioviirage the People to keep to 
their 
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their Established Minister whom you know 
to be sntticrent, as you are to receive any that 
leave the most sufficient of them all: did 
you act as if you were willing that the People 
sbould separate only upon good Grounds, 
and not upon Fancy; that they should know 
what a public Service there is settled in the 
Church of England, and how sufficient for 
the purposes of public Worship, before they 
forsake it; could we see the most able and 
useful amongst you settled where you ima- 
gine there are not able Ministers already ; 
and could we see that in all other places, 
you exhort and advise the People, and press 
it upon their Consciences as their duty, to 
attend upon the ministrations of those who 
are settled amongst them by Law; were 
there any thing like this apparent in your 
Practice, we might then begin to think that 
che insufficieney of sundry Parish Ministers 
was the true Reason for your public Mini- 
strations. But, as things appear to us, we 
are sure, that were all the Establighed 
Clergy through the Whole Land suffeient 


beyond Exception, you would, not with- 


standing this, keep on foot your Separation, 
and continue your public Practice. 
What 


. 
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What I have said to this Argument, may 
be reduced to this: you say, you minister 
in public because of the insufficiency. of 
sundry of the Established Clergy. I answer, P 
Supposing it true, that there are some in- 
sufficient, we cannot think this Plea of 
force enough to excuse the People who se- 
parate upon it, or you who minister to them; « 
for these Reasons; ist, because the pub- 
lic Service of the Church is not insufficient ; 
2d, because the People, if they will not attend 
upon their own Minister, may find, those 
that are sufficient amongst the Established 
Clergyabout them; 3d, because in those Places 
where the most insufficient are to be found, 
the most insufficient also of the Separate 
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bi Ministers are to be found; and, it is a great 
al chance if they do not go from an insufficient 
| ll Preacher, to one more; insufficient ; 4th, be- 
W | cause, taking intothe Account the whole pub- 


lic Seryice of the Established Church, they 
cannot mend the matter by frequenting any 
separate Congregation; and lastly, because 
Jour practice assures us, that this is not the 
true Reason for the continuance of your 


ARGUMENT. 


NOT NECESSARY. 59 


ARGUMENT. 


Another Argument in Defense of your 
Practice, is this; Some Passages of Scrip- 
ture plead for the Necessity of Preaching 


even when the Magistrate forbids ; as Acts, 


IV, 19—v, 28. - Cor. ix, 14, 16. Acts iv, 


29. 11 Tim. iv, 1, 2. 1 Tim. vi, 13, 14. 


Therefore, it is our Duty to continue the 
public Exercise of our Ministry. 


T shall frot be so particular under this 
Argument, as I have been under the last, 
because there” is no need of it. I know 
none Who maintain, that the meer Com- 
mand of the Magistrate is sufficient to 
oblige a Minister to lay aside the public 


Exercise of his Office. But then, 1 know 
none that think, there may not be Con- 


siderations, sufficient enough to induce a 
Minister of Jesus Christ to comply with 
such a Command of the Magistrate. And 


therefore, I see not to what purpose it is 


to produce such Texts as have nothing in 


them against this. For still we are where 


We 
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we were before, and the Question remains 
the same. Is your Practice for the Advan- 
tage of the Christian Church, all. things 
considered? And, is there a Necessity for 
it? If there be, in God's name let it be 
continued. But, as long as there appears 
to me no Necessity for it, and no Advan- 
tage to the Church of God, comparable to 
the Disadvantages of it, J cannot think it 
reasonable or agreeable to the Precepts of 
the Gospel. Whether it be so or not, 
nothing can be gathered from these Passages. 
Tour Obligations would not hae been less, 
had there not been one of these in the 
whole New Testament; nor would they 
be, in the least degree, greater, could you 
produce a Thousand more to the same effect. 
Lou will hardly say, that in a Christian 

Country, where there is a Church, in Which 
are all things sufficient for the People's 
Edification, and Salvation, and nothing de- 
structiye of them (such, if I be not mis- 
taken, you have allowed the Church of 
England to be) you will hardly say, that 

there is the same Necessity for your public 
| ct in such a Country, as there was 


for 
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for St. Peter, and St. John, St. Paul, and 
Timothy, their propagating the Gospel; 
as there was for their preaching Jesus Christ 
to those who could never have heard of 
him without them, and looking after those 
Churches of converted Persons, which must 
have perished, and vanished without their 
care. Tou will hardly say, that, because 
there was a Necessity upon St. Paul, and St. 
Peter, to plant the Christian Religion, 
where it would not have been without 
their Preaching; therefore, there is a Ne- 
cessity upon you to preach, where it as 
well, and as effectually taught as you can 
teach it. Lou will hardly say, that God 
commands you to continue your public 
Labours, as much as he commanded those, 
who had immediate Revelations from him, 
and were assisted with a Supernatural Power 
from above, of working Miracles, to de- 
monstrate to all the World the Necessity 
they lay under. And if you will not equal 
your Necessity to that they lay under, you 
cannot think that the same Texts which 
shew the Necessity of their Public Mini- 
strations, will convince us of any such 

. Necessity 
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Necessity incumbent upon You: because 


what proves a Necessity in some certain 
Circumstances, cannot prove a Necessity in 
Circumstances wholly different. St. Peter, 
St. John, St. Paul, and Timothy, lay under a 
Necessity of Preaching, because there could 
have been no such thing as Christianity, or a 
Christian Church in the World without it; 
but the Texts in which their Necessity is de- 
clared, can never prove a Necessity of your 
Preaching, without whose public Labours, 
Christianity can very well subsist, and the 
Christian Church be edified in Truth; nay, 
without whose public Labours, Christians 
can be more effectually edified in Love, and 
Peace, and Concord, than with them. I 
am sure, therefore, I do this argument no 
wrong, by neglecting any farther Exami- 
nation of the Texts on which it is built. 


Ihe ill Consequences of a Separation are 


not imaginary, but visible. They have 
been seen and felt, and are daily seen and 
felt. They are not light and inconsiderable, 
but of the highest Importance, as being 
utterly inconsistent with the Unity and 
Peace of Christians, and the Happiness of 
Human Society. Division and Subdivision 
| without 


- 
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without end, Confusion and Disorder, In- 
decency in the Worship of God, Irregu- 
larity, Strife, and Emulation, Heat, and 

Passion, III-will, and Malice, are the un- 
avoidable Consequences of such a Separation 
as you have given a general encouragement 
to. And that they are unavoidable, you 
must know, if you understand either Hu- 
man Nature, or constant Experience. 
Who would not do any thing, but com- 
mit Sin, to avoid any thing like these? I 
take it to be a certain rule, that of two 
evils, it is the duty of every man to choose 
the least. Thus in the case before us, sup- 
posing Conformity to have these ill Conse- 
quences you have mentioned, and Separa- 
tion to have those I have produced, the 
Duty of a Christian is certainly to chuse 
that way of Action which hath the fewest 
and most inconsiderable Inconveniences, 
and the lightest ill Consequences to the 
Christian Church. Since therefore, he must 
either communicate with this Church, or 
separate from it, let any Persons judge 
whether it be worse to give Occasion to 
some Persons to think an imperfect Church 


perfect, 


r 
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perfeet,; or to give Occasion to Dissention 
and Uncharitableness amongst Christians; 
to do what may possibly (but not certainly) 
induce some to think no Amendments in 
this Church to be reasonable; or to do what 
will certainly, and unavoidably, lead to 
the producing all the Hatred, Strife, and 
Violence imaginable; to do what injudici- 
ous Men only can 80 misinterpret, and 
make such an use of; or to do what, will 
infallibly help to destroy Christian Charity 
in the World. What greater obligation 
can a Christian lie under, than that by 
which he is bound to avoid every thing that 
tends to ruin the Peace, and Quiet of So- 
ciety? Is his obligation to look after the 
Constitution of a Church, and to see that 
every thing in it be as exactly and nicely 
ordered, as he in his private Judgement 
wishes it it to be; I say, is this Obligation 
ever to take place of the other? And would 
he that reads the Gospel seriously, imagine 
it to be the Duty of a Christian, or worth 
bis while, to quit his regards to Unity and 
Love, in order to rectify somewhat that he 
thinks amiss in a Church, in which he 
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meets with all things necessary to his Sal- 


vation, and nothing destructive-of it, and 
in the Communion of which, He knows 
he can live and die a good Christian? Can 
any Christian that is sensible what a Stress 
is laid upon Charity, and Peace, in that 
Law by which he is to be judged, induce 
himself to neglect the Promotion of these, 
even for one day; and think it recompenee 
enough to his Lord, that he hath some 
Hopes this way of adding to the Perfection 
of one particular Church? What is more 
edifying to his Church than Charity? And 
what more conduceth to the Beauty and 
Splendor of it than the loving and peaceable 
Dispositions of his Disciples? Without 
Peace and Love, all the Perfection in the 
World is not lovely in his Eyes; and with 
them, Imperfection is by him accounted 
Perfection. They are the chief and prin- 
cipal things that compose the Beauty and 
exact Symmetry of a Church; and in vain 
do we talk of making a Church perfect, 
whilst we are doing what must inevitably 
ruin that in which its Glory must consist. 
Lsay not that all who separate are uncha- 
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ritable ; but I say, that they give occasion 
(and such an ocasion as never fails) to all 
the Instances of Uncharitableness and Pas- 
sion amongst Persons of the differing Par- 
ties: And this, I say, all Christians are 
bound indispensably to avoid, and more 
strongly obliged to avoid it, than they 
are to study the Perfection of the outward 


forms of Church Government and Wor- 
ship, supposing them but tolerable. And 


this the old Puritans seem highly sensible 
of; and have left behind them nothing 


that gives us any reason to think, that it 


was their Opinion, that either length of 


time, and waiting for Amendments, or 0 


faint Hopes of bringing them to pass by 


Separation, could dissolve the Obligation 


Ohristians are under to preserve the Unity 


of e Spirit in the Bond of Peace; 


Pardon me, if I seem a little troublesome; 
or ' tedious on this Head. I confess, my 
concern here transports me a little, and it 
grieves me to see a Church torn to pieces, 
its Members divided from one another, Dis- 
cord triumphing upon the Ruins of Unity, 


and Uncharitableness reigning without con- 
troul, and all this brought about by Men of 


: seriousness 
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seriousness and consideration, Men that 
profess they desire nothing more than the 
Edification, and Perfection of this very 
Church. Hud you asked the Enemies of 
this Church and Nation, which way you 
should take to ruin both Church and Na- 
tion, they would have thought of no other, 
but the encouraging such a Separation: and 
they may well be pleased that you think 
Separation your Duty in order to a farther 


Reformation, because this thought will. 


help more effectually to bring about their 
Wishes. You are as far from desiring that 
their Wishes may be accomplished as any 
Persous living; but you know sometimes 
good Men have given an unhappy Occasion 
to What hath produced Ettects quite con- 
trary to their desigus; such Effects as they 
would afterwards have given all the World 
to hinder, but could not. This hath been 
experienced in this Nation, and Lax petience 
should teach us all Wisdom. 


E 3 - "SECTION 


COMPOSED FORMS 


SECTION THE FOURTH. 


CONTAINING 


Passages selected and adapted, from“ An 


Answer to the Dissenters / Objections 
against the eve G. by. Dr. 
CrAeEr. 


Tims „ Answer” is inserted in the 
« Collection of Cases.“ 


That Prayers, after Composed Forms, are 
preferable to those which are extem- 


poraneous, is thus proved. 


1. One great Advantage that is dene 
to publick Forms of Prayer, is, That the 
People may address themselves to them 
with greater Preparation; for if they please, 
they may peruse the Words before-hand, 


and consider the Sense and Matter of them, 
and endeavour to affect their Minds with it. 


As for Instance, when 1 know before-hand 
what 
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what Words my Sins will be confessed in 
when I am to join in the. publick.. Devo- 
tions, I can consider before-hand the Sense 
and Meaning of them, and prepare such 
Affections as are suitable to them: As sup- 
pose the Confession be that of our Church's 
Liturgy, wherein we begin with Almighty 
and mast, Merciful Father ; I can consider 


the Meaning of these Words before I come 


to Church; and from the Consideration of 
God's Almighty and most Merciful Nature, 
excite my Affections to an awful Dread of 
his Power, and an ingenuous Sense of his 
Mercy, by which, when I come to join 
with these Words in the publick Confes- 
sion, I shall be duly affected with the 
Sense of them, and my Soul will be ready 
melted into all that filial Sorrow and Hu- 
miliation for my Sin, which the Consider- 


ation that I have offended by it an Almighty 


and most Merciful Father suggests. And 
80 if I consider, and apply before hand, all 
the rest of the Confession, I shall thereby 
tune and set my Affections to the Sense and 
Matter of each. particular Phrase and Ex- 


Pretazan in it; which it will be impossible 
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for me to do when I am to join with an 
extempore Prayer; because I cannot know 
before-hand what the Phrases and Ex- 
pressions of it will be. 


2. Another Advantage peculiar to public 
Forms, is, That in joining with them the 
People may pray with more Understanding, 
than they can well be suppoked to del in 
conceived and extempore Prayer wherein 
generally the Minister 'is forced” to make 
use of such Words and Expressions as 
come first to Hand, having not Leisure 
enough to pick and chuse his Words, 


without making long and indecent- Pauses 
and Interruptions; so that sometimes he 


is obliged to use a hard Word, which 


perbaps not half the People understand, 


because an easier doth not come to his 
Mind; and sometimes to entangle his Ex- 


pressions with long Parentheses, sometimes 


to darken his Matter with far-fetched Me- 


taphors, or to express it by Halves in 
broken Sentences; and sometimes to run out 


his Periods to an inordinate Length, by which 


the Sense of them is very much clouded 


"WE obscured. These, and such, like In- 
conveniencies, 


Ee. 
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conveniencies, all the World: knows, dovery 
commonly attend extempore Effusions: 
And let a Man's Fancy and Tongue be 
ever so fluent and voluble, he can never 
be so secure of expressing himself mtelligibly 
to the People when he prays .extempore, 
as he might be if he took time enough 
before-hand to chuse his Words, and form 
his Expressions. So that the People may 
be much more secure of understanding 
what they pray for when they join with a 
Form, than when they join with an extem- 
pore Prayer: For to be sure in composing 
publick Forms, more Care will be taken of 
the Phrase, that the Words may fit the 
Matter, and express it intelligibly to the 
People, than there can be in eætempore 


Prayer; which admits of no long Consider- 


ation, no Alteration upon second Thoughts, 


as Forms of Prayer do; but it must pass as 


it happens, whether it be intelligible or no; 
by reason of which, those who occugy the 


room of the Unlearned are many times 


forced to break off praying, for want of 
understanding what the Words and Ex- 


pressions of the Prayer mean: For whether 
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the Prayer be spoken in an unknown 
Tongue, or in Words that are unintelligible 
to the People, it is all one to them; for still 
their Understanding is unfruitful, and so 
long their Devotions must be broken and 
interrupted. 
3. Another Advantage peculiar to pub- 
lick Forms, is, That the People may join 
with them with much more Faith and As- 
surance, than they can with extempore 
Prayers. It must doubtless be of great 
Advantage to a Man's Devotion in publick 
to be satisſied before-hand, that the Matter 
he is to pray for is good and acceptable to 
God; for by this means he will be enabled 
to pray on with a stronger Faith and surer 
Hope of being heard and accepted. But 
this a Man can never be satisfied of afore- 
hand that joins in extempore Prayer, unless 
he hath an implicit Faith in his Minister, 
that he will say nothing to God but what 
is true, nor ask any thing of him but what 
is lawful ; which how he can certainly de- 
pend on, I cannot imagine; especially con- 
sidering that the Minister who prays is 
many times a Stranger to him, both as to 
| © 0mm 


Il 
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his Person and Principles, and, for all that 
he knows, may be very erroneous, rash, and 
unadvised, or very ignorant of what is 
Matter of Prayer, and what not : And even 
those- Ministers whom he knows, and can 
best confide in, are not always so very sure 
of their Hands, but that sometimes they 
may mistake their Passion for their Zeal, 
and wreak their Anger or Faction in their 
Prayers, or in the Heat and Hurry of speak- 
ing what comes next, let drop an Error be- 
fore they are aware, or express themselves 
so doubtfully or unadvisedly, that an honest 
and discerning Mind may n6t be able to 
join with him. So that in joining with an 
extempore Prayer, it is very necessary (as 
hath been observed by an excellent Divine 
upon this Argument) that as we go along 
with the Minister we should judge of what 
he saith before our Hearts consent to it; 
and if it should so happen, that by reason 
of the Novelty or Ambiguity, Affectation 
or Indigestedness of his Expressions, or any 
such Rub in our Way, we cannot readily 
judge, but are obliged to hesitate and delibe- 
rate upon this or that Passage; in the mean 
= time 
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time he who -prays is gone, on, and now 
upon a new Subject, and we are left be- 
hind, and at a loss, and perhaps miserably 
confounded before our Devotion can close 
in again; and no sooner, it may be, is it 
well fix d, but tis led away again into the 
same Inconveniency and Maze: all which 
may be easily prevented, by the Use of 
public Forms; of the Matter and Expressi- 
ons of which, the People may easily satisfy 
themselves aforehand; and when this is 
dope, they will have nothing else to do, 
but to pray and keep their holy Affections 
a-going ; they will have no new Judgment 
to make of what is said; no doubtful Phrase 
or Matter to examine; and their Judgment 
being satisfied before they begin to pray, 
with the Words and Matter of the Prayer, 
their Devotion may go on with it, without 
Pause or Stop, in an even and —_— 
Current. | 

4. Another Advantage be to public 


e is, That they have much less in 
them to divert the Affections of the People 
from the Matter of Prayer. For as for 
.extempore Prayer, it is very apt to disturb 
It, the 
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the Devotion of the People, whether it be 
well or ill performed. If he Who performs 
it, hesitates, or blunders, or expresses him- 
self in crude, indecent, or fantastick Phrases; 
instead of attending to the Matter, and 
Joining their Affections with it, they will 
in all probability be pitying or contemn- 
ing him. If be perform well, and his 
Method be orderly and artificial, his Matter 
good, and bis Expressions fluent, and apt, 
and easy, they will in all probability be 
admiring his Parts, and entertaining their 
Curiosity with the Elegancy of his Phrase, 
the Solidity and Promptness vf his Judg- 
ment, and the Art and Finery of his Com- 
posure; either of which must very much 
divert and call off their Aﬀections from the 
Matter. Whereas while they are joining 
in publick Forms, to which they have been 
accustomed, and in which neither the 
Strength nor Weakness of the Minister's 
Parts appear, they have none of all these 
Snares to entangle their Devotion; for 
being used to the Words, and Phrase, and 
Method, they have no temptation to con- 
cern their Minds any further about them, 
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than as they convey the Matter of the Prayer 
tothem; and having none of theabove- named 
Diversions to carry away their Minds from 
the Matter, they may doubtless, if they 
please, attend to it with much more Fervor 


and Affection. 


5. Another peculiar Advantage to the 
People's Devotion in joining in publick 
Forms, is, That they are more secured, as 
to the Decency and Solemnity of their pub- 
lick Worship: And I suppose there is no- 
body will question, but that the decent and 
solemn Performance of publick Wofship is 
highly advantageous to the Devotion of the 


People. But now whilst they join in eæ- 


tempore Prayers, the Decency and Solem- 
nity of the Performance doth altogether 
depend upon the Ability and present Dis- 
posedness of the Minister: So that if he 
happen to be a Man of a mean Elocution, 


of an unready Memory, or an unfruitful 
-Inyention, it is impossible the Office should 
be performed with that Decency and So- 
lemnity, that is necessary to affect the 


Minds, and excite the Devotions of the 
n yea, instead of that, perhaps the 
8 wretched 
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wretched Dulness, the Blundering, Confu- 
sion, and Impertinence of the Performance, 
may turn their Devotion into Scorn and 
Laughter: For of this I have seen too 
many sad Experiments. But suppose the 
Minister be a Man of pregnant Parts, and 
ready Invention and Elocution, yea, and of 
great Piety and Devotion too; yet tis pos- 
Sible, he may be frequently liable to great 
Indispositions of Body and Mind, to Dul- 
ness and Inadvertency, to Wandring and 
Distraction of Thoughts, to Deficiencies of 
Invention, and Failures of Memory, and 
Incumbrances of Mind, with outward Cares 
and Accidents; and if he'be, What Remedy 
is there, but that he must many times pray 
confusedly, and omit a great deal of 'the 
Matter of Prayer, and utter a great deal of 
it in broken or indecent Expressions ? And 
how can he avoid being sometimes at a 
Loss, both for Words and Matter, and 
being forc d to supply the present Defects 
of his Invention with fulsome Repetitions of 
what went before? Now is it not a hard 
Case, that the Decency and Solemnity of 
the publick Prayers of a Congregation, 

| Should 
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Should depend upon the uncertain and vari- 
able Temper and Disposition of one single 
Person; so as that if he happen to be indis- 
posed or disorder'd in his Body or Mind, 
the Devotions of Five Hundred or a Thou- 
sand Persons must partake of his Disorders 
and Distractions? For how much soever 
he is indisposed, their Prayer can be no 
better than what he is able to pour out 
extempore; and how flatly, unadvisedly or 


confusedly soever he prays, they must pray 


after him, or not pray at all: Which vast 
Inconvenience is wholly cured and pre- 
vented, by a well-composed Form of Prayer. 


For how weak soever the Minister's Parts 


be, or how much soever he may be at pre- 
sent indisposed, if he can but read distinctly 
and seriously, the Devotion of the People 
will not be at all affected or influenced by 
it; for whatsoever his Parts, or present 


Temper be, they will be sure to find an or- 


derly and methodical Prayer to join with; 
a Prayer that is comprehensive of all their 
common Cases and Necessities; that is sober 
and good, mature and well advised as to the 


Matter; that is full, aud plain, and decent, 


as 
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as to the Phrase and Expression of it; and 
in a word, that is every way suited to all 
the Parts, and Ends, and Offices of public 
Devotion: And if they please, they may 
satisfy themselves before-hand, that there 
is nothing in the Prayer they are to join 
with, but what becomes public Worship, 
which is the most serious and solemn SEE 
in the World. 

6. Another peculiar Advantage of publick 
Forms, is, 'That in joining with them the 
People may be better secured of the Reality 
and Sincerity of their own Devotion. For 
in joining with eætempore Prayers, there 
is no doubt but they may, and many 
times do mistake their Fancies for true and 
sincere Devotion: For their Fancies being 
surprized and amused, merely by the 
Novelty of the Expressions, will [naturally 
influence their sensitive Passions, and chafe 
them into such Warmths, as an undiscern- 
ing Judgment may easily mistake for the 
Holy Fervors of Devotions: they find 
themselves strangely heated in the Prayer, 
and upon that immediately conclude, that 
they are wonderfully devout, without ever 

enquiring, 
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enquiring, . whether it be the Matter, or 
the Phrase and Expression that heats them; 
and so from those Transports of Passion, 
which are merely the Effects of new and 
surprizing Words striking briskly on their 
Fancies, they many times take occasion to, 
flatter themselves into a great Opinion of 
their Piety and Godliness; whereas many 
of these Persons are notoriously immoral 
in their Lives, and utterly disaffected to 
the matter they pray for with so much 
seeming Earnestness and Affection. This 
therefore is a great disad vantage of exrtem- 
pore Prayer in publick, that merely by 
amusing the Fancies of the People with the 
surprizing Novelty of its Expressions, it 
puts them into fits of counterteit Devotion, 
and makes them many times imagine, that 
they are heartily affected with the Matter 
of the Prayers, when tis merely the Phrase 
of it, that by striking on their Fancies, 
moves their sensitive Affection. But whe- 
ther this Movement of Affection be Fancy 
or Devotion, a Man may much more easily 
distinguish, when he joins with a Form, 
than when he joins with an extempore 
| Praver 
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Prayer; for he being acquainted afore-hand 
with the Phrases and Expressions of the 
Form, it is not to be supposed, that they 
should much surprize and amuse his Fancy: 
And therefore, if notwithstanding that, 
he finds himself heartily affected in the 
Prayer, he may much more securely con- 
clude, that it is the Matter, and not merely 
the Words, that moves and affects him. 
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SECTION THE FIFTH. 


CONTAINING. 


Passages selected and adapted, from“ An 
Introduction to the New  Testament ;" 
by BEauUsOBRE and L'ENFANT. 


f $:1:55 Authors, having observed that 
„the Jewish Church. was a type of the 
Christian; and that Christ was“ the ac- 
complishment, the substance, and the end 
of the Law,” proceed to discourse on Mys- 
tical Interpretations of Scripture ; judici- 
ously cautioning us against the extremes, 
either of rejecting them altogether, on the 
one hand; or of immoderately and fanci- 

fully applying them, on the other. 
Whoever hath read the New Testament, 
cannot deny, but that besides the plain and 
{iteral sense, this law admitted also of a mys- 
tical 


INTERPRETATIONS. - 


tical or allegorical one, which was reckoned 
much more sublime than the literal. Though 
therefore these words of our Saviour, I am 
not come to destroy the law, but to fulfil 
it, * ought chiefly to be understood of the 
moral law, which he was then speaking of, 
yet this is not the full and adequate meaning 
of them. For it is plain from the follow- 
ing verse, that by that [aw which he said 


he was come to fulfil, we ought to under- 


stand the whole body of the law both moral 
and ceremonial, and the prophecies relating 
to the Messiah. Thus likewise, when 
speaking of himself, he said to the Jeius, 
Destroy this temple, + he thereby intimated 
to them that he was the true temple of 
God, of which theirs was only a figure ; 
that he was the only true expiatory sacri- 
fice, without which there could be no re- 
mission of sin, and consequently that he 
was the Messiah whom they expected. 
For this reason it was, that St. John said, 
The lau was given by Moses, but grace 


Matth. v. 17. + John ii. 19. 
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84 MYSTICAL ; 
and truth came by Jesus Christ; * that is, 


our blessed Redeemer was the reality and 


substance, of what the ceremonial law 
was only a shadow and faint representation. 

This typical way of reasoning is mostly 
used by St. Paul in his epistles, and espe - 
cially in that to the Hebrews. And it may 
very reasonably be supposed that the me- 
thod he hath followed in applying the 
Jewish ceremonies to Jesus Christ and the 
Christian religion was familiar to the Jews, 
since he takes it for granted and argues from 


them, as from truths generally owned and 


received; and though some passages in the 
epistle to the Hebrews may now seem to 
be very hard and obscure to us that are not 
accustomed to such 'a way of -reasoning, it 
is very probable that they were plain and 
intelligible to those whom it was at first 
directed to. Upon the whole, it is certain, 
that whoever: rejects and condemns abso- 
lutely all typical reasoning, doth manifestly 
depart from the end and design of the law, 
and contradicts Christ and his Apostles. 


6 dls 1 
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But if it be a very great rashness to cen- 

sure and find fault with the allegorical in- 
terpretations which the sacred writers of 
the New Testament have given of several 
parts of the Old, it is on the other hand of 
a pernicious consequence to give too much 
scope to one's fancy in this particular, and 
to find types and allegories every where. 
Some authors have long ago complained of 
the excessive liberty which some of the 
Fathers have taken in turmug the whole 
Bible into allegory. 

The design of these allegorical writers 
was, as they pretended, to give mankind a 
more exalted notion of the holy scriptures ; 
but they did not consider that they brought 
in at the same timea very bad precedent ; for 
this way of reasoning proved afterwards a 
great disservice to true religion: the school- 
men, treading in the steps of the Fathers, had 
recourse to allegories, in order to make 
out and confirm some odd opinions, and 
unaccountable ceremonies, which were no 
way countenanced by the word of God. 
Our first reformers therefore, and after 
28 them 
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them several learned protestant divines, “ 
have. very justly observed what pernicious 
consequences such a method as this must in- 
evitably be attended with, since it renders the 
only rule of Christian faith equivocal and 
ambiguous ; and makes it as capable of as 
many senses as the fruitful fancy and 
copious invention of superstitious men are 
able to frame. It must indeed be owned, 
that the immoderate use of allegories, 
which hath been in fashion for a long time, 
and is not yet out of date in some places, de- 
stroys the very substance of all true religion 
and sound divinity. Moreover, supposing 
this allegorical way of expounding scrip- 
ture to be the best, or the only true one, 
then what occasion was there, that God (in 
order to adapt himself to the capacities of 
his rational creatures) should reveal his will 
by the ministry of men, if quite another 
sense is to be put upon the sacred writings, 
than what the words naturally convey to 
one's mind? Besides, it would be entirely 
needless to learn the original languages, in 


” Luther, Calvin, Suti Amama, Scaliger, Amy- 
raldus, Dr. Hall, Dr. Mills. 


which 
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which the Old and New Testament are 
written, or to get an insight into the 
customs and manners of the Hebrews; if, 
in order rightly to explain the holy scrip- 
tures, nothing more was requisite, than a 
strong and lively imagination, and to fill 
one's head with airy and metaphysical 
notions. There is, in short, no one thing 
in the world, though never so out of the 
way, or so contradictory in itself, but what 
may be represented as countenanced by 
the sacred writings, with the help of forced 
and unnatural types; especially, if a 
maæim laid down by some divines be true, 
That the words of scripture mean eber 
thing they are capable of signifying. 
By this maxim, the glorious objects which 
the word of God sets before us, to exercise 
our faith and piety, will be banished in 
order to make room for empty trifles, and 
vain subtilties; which may indeed amuse 
and divert the mind, but can never afford 
any solid instruction, or lasting satisfaction. 
Most of the facts, upon which the truth of 
our religion depends, will be converted into 
| n and prophecies. The duties of mo- 

: F4 rality 


88 MTSTICAL 


rality will be allegorized into mysteries, 
which method the corrupted heart of man 
will readily close in with, as more recon- 
cilable with its depraved appetites. | 
Hence it is evident there is a necessity of 
setting some bounds to the mystical way 
of explaining scripture; and of our being 
sparing and cautious in the use of allegories. 
For this reason, it will not be improper to 
lay down here some general rules and di- 
rections concerning this matter. 
First, then, we ought never to put a mys- 
tical or allegorical sense upon a plain pas- 
sage, whose meaning 1s obvious and natural, 
unless it be evident from some other part of 
Scripture, that the place is to be understood 
in a double sense. For instance, St. Paul 
teaches us that the law was a shatlow of 
things to come, that it was a school-master 
to bring men to Christ ;* we must thetefore, 
without any hesitation, acknowledge that 
the ceremonial law in general, was a type 
of the mysteries revealed in the gospel. 
We must pass the same judgment upon the 


* Coloss, ii. 17. Galat. ili. 24. 


brazen 
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brazen serpent, which Moses Tifted up in 
the wilderness, and which our blessed Re- 
deemer makes a type and emblem of his 
own crucifixion ;* as likewise on Jonas's 
being three days, and three nights, in the 
whale's belly, which he likewise repre- 
sents as a figure of his own death and re- 
surrection. There are also abundance of 
types in the epistle to the Hebrews, which 
therefore ought to be received as such. But 
it is rash (not to say worse) to seek for 
types and allegories, where there are not 
the least marks of any; and that too, by 
running counter to the plain and literal 
meuning of scripture, and very often to 
common sense. Should not the prudence 
and moderation of Christ and his Apostles 
in this respect be imitated? Is it not a pre- 
tending to be wiser than they were, to look 
for mysteries, Where they designed none? 
How unreasonable is it to lay an useless 
weight on the consciences of Christians; 
and to bear down the true and revealed, 


* 


* John, iii. 14. f Matt. xii. 39, 40. 


under 


90 MYSTICAL 


under the Dalles burden of traditional 
mysteries. 

Secondly, We must not only be expefil 
not to encrease the number of types, but 
also not to carry a type too far, but con- 
fine ourselves to the relation, which evi- 
dently appears between the type and anti- 
type. In a type, every circumstance is 
far from being typical, as in a parable 
there are several incidents, which are not 
to be considered as parts of the parable, 
nor insisted upon as such. 3 

What we have said concerning types, 
may be applied to allegories. But it must 
be observed that there is this difference be- 
tween them; "Jag that a type consists in some 

action or event, designed to be the figure 
or sign of some other; as the brazen ser- 
pent (for instance), Jonas's being in the 
whale's, belly, the building of the taber- 
nacle, &c. Whereas an allegory consists 
rather in. certain words or sentences, that 
have a figurative sense, and which are 
used either to convey more effectually some 


. *, Erasm. * Rat. Conclonandi, p- 367. 
| truth 
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truth or doctrine into the minds of men, 
or to recommend some moral duty to their 
practice. Several allegories of this kind 


are to be found in the sacred writings, 


where an explanation of them is sometimes 
given at the same time; as when St. Paul 
represents the new covenant under the em- 
blem of Sarah, and the old under that of 
Hagar.“ But it would be as absurd and 
ridiculous for any one to think himself au- 
thorized thereby to turn the whole bible 
into allegories, as to convert it all into 
types, because some are clearly and plainly 
expressed in it. Care likewise must be 
taken, not to carry an allegory beyond the 
intention and design of the author, 


* Galat. iv. 24, 25. 
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92 SERMONS. 


SECTION THE SIXTH. 
abit living 


Passages selected and adapted from 
Bishop JEREMY TarLon's Rules and 
Advices concerning Preaching.” 


H IGHLY laudable, because exceedingly 
conducive to moral and religious improve- 
ment, ' is attention to Sermons. But to 
| Sermons of what kind? Confessedly, to 
those which are good. And what consti- 
tutes a good Sermon ? The-chief excellence 
of a Sermon is, that its sentiments corres- 
pond with the Doctrines of Scripture. But 
as this definition is of wide extent, there 
may be requisite some more limited mark, 
some more precise standard, by which to 
judge, whether the subject of a Sermon be 
well or ill chosen; and whether the manner 
in which it is treated be proper or improper 

for 
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for religious Assemblies. Here then shall 
be given some Rules and Advices con- 
cerning Preaching,” delivered by a Man of 
capacious mind, enlarged views, most ex- 
emplary life, and sincerely Christian piety. 
These Rules may help the Reader to form a 
correct opinion of the Sermons he may 
hear. And if with them he will compare 
those Sermons, the effect perhaps may be, 
he will at length discover that some of the 
Preachers, to whose separate Congregations 
he hath joined himself, may not deserve all 
that admiration which hastily and implicitly 
hath been attached to them. 


Rules and Advices concerning Preaching. 


Let every Minister be diligent in preach- 
ing the word of God, according to the 
ability that God gives him: ever remember- 
ing, that to minister God's word unto the 
people, is the one half of his wunde 3 
and employment. 

Let every Minister be careful that what 
| he delivers be indeed the word of God; 
that his Sermon may be answerable to his 
Text; for this (i.e. the Text) is God's 

| word ; 


— 
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word; the other (i. e. the Sermon) ought 
to be according to it; that although in it- 
self it be but the word of man, yet by the 
purpose, truth, and signification of it, it 
may in a secondary sense be the word of 


o #% 


God. Pat 
Do not spend your Sermons in general 
and indefinite things; but tell them in 
every duty, what are the measures, what 
the circumstances, what the instruments, 
and what is the particular minute meaning 
of every general advice. For Generals not 
explicated (explained) do but fill the people's 
heads with empty notions, and their mouths 
with perpetual unintelligible talk ; but their 
hearts remain empty, and themselves not 
Let not the humours and inclinations: of 
the people be the measures of your doc- 
taines, but let your doctrines be the mea- 
sure of their persuasions. Let them know. 
from you what they ought to do; but if 
vou learn from them what you ought to 
teach, you will give but a very ill account 
at the day of Judgment, of the souls com- 
mitted to you. He that receives from the 
.Þ 5 people 
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people what he shall teach them, is like a 
nurse that asks of her child what physic 
she shall give him. | 

Every Minister in reproofs of sin and 
sinners, ought to concern himself in the 
faults of them that are present, but not of 
the absent; nor in reproof of the times; 
for this can serve no end but of faction and 
sedition, public murmur and private dis- 
content: besides this, it does but amuse- 
the people in the faults of others, teaching 
them to revile their betters, and e * 
dangers of their own souls. 

As it looks like flattery and design to 
preach nothing before magistrates but the 
duty of their people and their own emi- 
nency ; so it is the beginning of mutiny to 
preach to the people the duty of their supe- 
riors and Supreme: it can neither come 
from a good principle, nor tend to'a good 
end. Every Minister ought to preach to 
his parish, and urge their duty. St. John 
the Baptist told the soldiers what the sol- 
diers should do; but troubled not their 
heads with what was the n of” the 
Seribes A Pharisees. 1 
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In the reproof of sins be as particular as 
you please, and spare no man's sin; but 
meddle with no man's person; neither 
name any man, nor $ignify him, neither 
reproach him, or make him to be $us- 
pected: he that doth otherwise, makes his 
Sermon to be a libel, and the ministry of 
repentance an instrument of revenge; and 
s0 doing, he shall exasperate the man, but 
never amend the sinner. | 
Let the business of your Sermons be to 
preach. holy life, obedience, peace, love 
among neighbours, hearty love, to live as 
the old Christians did, and the new shOũ; 
to; do hurt to no man; to do good to every 
man: for in these things the honour of God 
consists, and the nn. of the e 
Jesus. 

Press those graces most that wy ee 
good, and make the least noise; such as 
giving privately and forgiving publickly; 
and prescribe the grace of charity by all 
the measures of it which are given by the 
Apostle, 1. Cor. 13, For this grace is not 
finished by good words, nor yet by good 
works: but it is a great building, and 
* many 
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materials go to the structure of it. It is 
worth your study, for it is the nm of 
the Commandments. 

Because it is impossible that 8 
Should live, unless the lust of the tongue 
be: mortified, let every Minister in his 
charge be frequent and severe against slan- 
derers, detractors, and backbiters; for the 
crime of backbiting is the poison of charity. 
Let every Minister be careful to observe, 
and vehement in reproving those faults of 


Parishioners, of which the Laws cannot 


or do not take cognizance: such as are, 
many degrees of intemperate drinkings; 
gluttony; riotous living; pride; bragging; 
lying in ordinary conversation; covetous- 
ness; peevishness; and hasty anger; and 


such like. For the word of God searches 


deeper than the Laws of men; and many 
things will be hard to be proved by the mea- 


sures of Courts, which, are easy enough to 


be observed by the watchful and n. 


eye and ear of the Guide of Souls 


In your Sermons to the people, TEN 
speak of the four last things, of Death and 
Judgment ; Heaven, and Hell; of the life 
aul ö and 


By 
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and death of Jesus Christ; of Gop's MERCY 
to REPENTING sINNERS, and his SEVERITY 
against the 1MPENITENT ; of the formidable 
examples of God's anger poured forth upon 
rebels, sacrilegious, oppressors of Widows 
and Orphans; and all persons guilty of cry- 
ing sins. These are useful, safe, and pro- 
fitable; but never run into extravagancies 
and curiosities, nor trouble ourselves or 
tem with * mysterious secrets; for there 
is more laid before you than you can under- 
stand; and the whole duty of man is, 
Jo ear God and keep his command- 
ments. Speak but very little of the secret 
and high things, of God; but as much as 
vou can of the lowness and nn of 
* * 

Be not -diasty 1 in W dntiination 
einst any man or party, in a matter of 
disputation. It is enough that you reprove 
an error; but what shall be the sentence 
ngainst it at the day of Judgment, thou 
. knowest not; and therefore pray for the 


"* What tie Köchor u means ; by this expression, wih 
appear when he discourses on the 5 Fc 7 rr of By 
vation,” in Section the seventh. Th 
DE 1 | 


erring 
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erring person, and reprove him ; but N 
the sentence to his Judge. = 
Let your, Sermons teach the Duty 'of all 


states of men to whom: you speak; and par- 


ticularly take care of Servants and Hirelings, 
Merchants and Tradesmen, that they be not 
unskilful, nor unadmonished in their respeg- 
tive duties: and in all things speak usefully 
and affectionately: for by this means you 
will provide for all men's needs; both for 
them that sin by reason of their little un- 
understanding, and them that sin because 
they have evil, dull, or depraved affectipns. 
Let every Minister in his charge, as much 
as he can, endeavour to destroy all popular 
errors and evil principles taken up by bis 
people, or others with whom they converse; 
especially those that directly oppose the in: 
dispensable necessity of a holy life. Let 
him endeavour to understand in what true 
and useful sense, Christ's active obedience 
is imputed to us: let him make his people 
fear the deferring of their repentance, and 
putting it off to their death-bed: let him 
explicate (explain) the nature of Faith, 80 
that ĩt be an active and quickening * 
G 2 
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of Charity: let him as much as he may, 
take from them all confidences that slacken 
their obedience and diligence: let him teach 
them to impute all their sins to their own 
follies and evil choice; and so build them 
up in a most holy faith to a holy life: ever 
remembering that in all ages it hath been 
the greatest artiſice of Satan to hinder the 
inerease of Christ's kingdom, by destroying 
those things in which it does consist, viz. 
Peace and Rightedushess, Holiness and 
Mortification. ery 

Let the Preacher be careful that in his 
Sermons he use no light, immodest, or ri- 
dieulous expressions; but what is wise, 
grave, useful, and for edification; that 
when the Preacher brings truth and gravity, 
the e — * . * and reve- 
. 

Let every Preacher 10 k his Parish take care 
to explicate (explain) to the people the 
Mysteries of che great Festivals, as of 
Christmas, Easter, Ascension-day, Whit- 
Sunday, Trinity-Sunday, the Annunciation 
of the blessed Virgin Mary; because these 
Feasts Wang in them the great Fun 
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DAMEN TALS of our Faith, will with most 
advantage convey the mysteries to the peo- 
ple, and fix them in their memories, by the 
solemnity and circumstances of the day. 

In all your Sermons and Discourses speak 
nothing of God but what is honourable and 
glorious; and impute not to him such 
things, the consequences of which a wise 
and good man will not own. mary 


* In © A Discourse of the Pastoral Care,” is this 


remark ; It is certain that a Sermon, the conclusion | 


whereof makes the Auditory look pleased, and sets 
them all talking one with another, was either not 
right spoken, or not right heard : it has been fine, and 
probably dekghted the Congregation, rather than edi- 
fied it. But that Sermon that makes every one go 
away silent and grave, and hastening to be alone, to 
meditate or pray over. the Matter of it in secret, has 
had its true effect.” = n 
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102 $CRVUPULOUS 


c SECTION THE SEVENTH. 
are THI coral 
a | #1 3! 1.4 et OAT 
Passages selected and adapted, from 
the Writings of the same JerEmY 
1$@XAeR. KILN ot 


FF 


8 « Of the ales e con 
sclence, the Author lays down this Rule: 
A scrupulous Conscience is to be cured by 
remedies proper to the disease, and proper 
to the Man.“ He then gives the remedies 
« directly intended against the scruple ;” 
and remedies they are, which shew a Mind 
rightly conceiving 'of God's paternal and 
most adorable Attributes, and which indi- 
cate a temper mild and amiable. 


Remedies against the Scruple. 


1. Let the afflicted and eget man often 
meditate 
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meditate of the infinite goodness of God, 
and how his justice 1s equity; and his judg- 
ments are in mercy: that he judges us by 
what we heartily endeavour, but does not 
put our infelicities into our accounts of 
sins. | | | 
2. Let him be instructed that all laws, 
divine and human, are desirous of sweet 
and merciful interpretations, ' and that of 
themselves they love to yield to necessity 
and charity: and that severity and exact- 
ness of measures is not only contrary to the 
goodness, but to the justice of God, who 
therefore will pity us, because we are made 
of dust, and are a lump of folly and una- 
voidable infirmities. And by the same jus- 
tice by which God is eternally angry with 
the fallen Angels, by the same justice he is 


not finally angry with man for his rst 


follies, and pities all his unayoidable evils. 
3. Let it be remembered, that charity is 
the fulfilling of the Law, and by the de- 
grees of it a man tends to perfection, and 
not by forms and tittles of the letter, and 
apices (little points) of hand-writing of Or- 
dinances. And that if he loves God, and 
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does his best, make the same judgments 
reul and material, that he does of the other 
actions of his life, he certainly does all that 
can belong to him, and all which can be 
wise and safe. He that acts according to 
the reason of a man, ought to have the 
confidences /'of a man, for no other con- 
fidence can be reasonable. That is charity 
that we do carefully and e and fol- 
low the best we can 

4. Since the very design of the Ene 
lical Covenant is, that our duty be demanded, 
and our sins accounted for, according to the 
measures of a Man, and not by the propor- 
tions of an Angel; and that all our infir- 
mities, and ignorances, and unavoidable 
prejudices are taken into account; beside 
the infinite remissions on God's part; it will 
follow, that by this goodness of God, and 
a moral “ diligence; and a good heart, we 
| wel en are 
i. e. Diligence in discharging the duties of Faith 
and Obedience, which are duties of Moral Obligation 
_ "to all Who have been blessed with the light of the 
Gospel. Accordingly,: our Author in his © Great 


Exemplar, says, Faith © is in itself acceptable, be- 
cause it is a Duty and coltmihded * and comparing it 


with 
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are secured; but we never can be secured 
by our own. measures. For let us weigh 
never so exacthy, we may miss grains or 
scruples: but to“ snatch greedily at the 
little over- running dust of the balance, and 
to throw away the massive ingots that sunk 
the scales down, is the en, 88 in the 
World. a 

5. The lines of duty are set A 80 
= and legible, are so agreeable to reason, 


so demonstrable upon their proper principles, 
are so easy and plain, that we need not run 


into corners to find it out. The e of 


5 F 4 $4 *v& «+ © ; 6 * 4 : 
ien. 1 , 1 , 


with Hope and Charity, he I « if these are 
Duties and good works, so also is Faith; and they 
being all alike commanded in order to the same end, 
and encouraged by the same reward, are also 9 ronm 
. the same stock“ 
10 Nun Part. U. 8.1 10. Dise. 7. 6. 
i. e. In judging of FR wa to examine whether 
we be attentive to things indifferent; rather than to 
consider (as we ought to do) whether we make pro- 
fieiency in the substantial, unquestionable, and more 
important duties of Faith and Obedience. Or, in our 
Lonp's words, whether we do, or do not omit. © the 


weightier matters of the Law ; "AP N | 


and Faith. 2 
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100 S5$CRUPULOUS \CONSCIENCE. 
God are not: intricate in their expression. 


But the word of God, in the lines of duty, 
is open as the face of heaven, bright as the 


moon, healthful as the sun's influence. 
Ductor Dubitantium:'' B. i. C. 6. R. 5. 
Let no one so misinterpret this Passage, 
as to suppose the Author would encourage 
us to be remiss in Duty, through confidence 
in God's Mercy. He bids us indeed hope 
for that Mercy, if we have done our best; 
but he also bids us not to deceive or flatter 
ourselves in pronouncing judgment on our 
own actions, when we enquire whether we 
really have done the best our capacity, 
edueation, situation, and all circumstances 
taken together, would allow. 

Thus guarded, the Passage is for the con- 
solation of those, who either by the gloomy 


doctrines and horrible denunciations of 


athers, or by their own misconceptions of 
Scripture, being driven to despair, consider 
not God's mercy through Christ; and 


therefore rather dread the Almighty as 


N an inexorable Master, than raise their hearts 
in pious affection towards Him, as a Father 
of most * love! 

Certainty 


* 
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' Certainty of Salvation. 


Men err in extremes. If some despond, 
others are too confident. - The preceding 
Extract was to give consolation : this is in- 
tended to check presumption. - 

Our Lord's words recorded in St. Mat- 
thew's Gospel, ch. 19. 28. and the fall of 
that Apostle, whose perfidy and treachery 
consigned him to misery, being compared 
the two circumstances combined led the 
Author to conclude, that the election of 
holy persons is a condition allied to duty :” 
and that if such was the condition © to per- 
sons so eminent and privileged,” as the 
Apostles; persons of lower considerations 
with respect to ©, spiritual eminency,” and 
who have not been blessed with the oppor- 
tunities and appointments given the Apostles, 
must work out their salvation with 
GREAT fears and tremblings. | 

The subject is farther pursued, thus: 

The purpose of this consideration is, 
that we do not judge of our ſinal condition 
by any discourses of our own, relying upon 
Cod s secret counsels, and Predestination of 

: Eternity. 


„ enn. 


Eternity. This is a mountain . which 
 whosoever climbs, like Moses, to behold 
the land of Canaan at great distances, may 
please his eyes, or satify his curiosity, but 
is certain never to enter that way. Our 
Blessed Lord, when he was petitioned that 
be would grant to the two sons of Zebedee, 
that © they might sit one on the right hand, 

and the other on the left in his Kingdom,” 
rejected their desire, and only promised 
them what concerned their duty and their 
suffering; | referring them to that, and leav- 
ing the final event of men to the disposition 
of his Father. This is the great Secret of 
the Kingdom, which God hath locked up 

and sealed with the counsels of Eternity. 
Ie sure foundation of God standeth, 
having this Seal, The Lord knoweth who 
are his, This seal Shall never be broken up 
| till the great day of Christ: in the mean 
time the Divine knowledge is the only 7 re- 
pository of the final sentences; and this 
way. of God is unsearchable and past 
finding out. And therefore if we be soli- 
*citous and curious to know what God i in 
the counels of Eternity hath decreed con- 
cCerning 


OF SALVATION. 109 
cerning us, he hath in two fair Tables de- 
scribed all those sentences, from whence we 
must take accounts; Viz. The Revelations of 
Scripture ; and the Book of Conscience. 
The first recites the law and the conditions; 
the other gives in evidence. The first is 
clear, evident, and conspicuous; the other, 
when it is written with large characters, 
may also be discerned; but there are many 
little accents, periods, distinctions, and 
little Significations of actions, which either 
are there written in water, or sullied over 
with carelessness, or blotted” with forget- 
fulness, or not legible by ignorance, or mis- 


construed by interest and partiality ; that 5 


will be extremely difficult to read the hand 
upon the wall, or to copy out one line of 
the eternal sentence. And therefore excel 
lent was the counsel of the Son of Sirach, 
Seek not out the things that are too hard 
for thee; neither search the things that 
are above thy strength : but what is com- 
manded thee, think thereupon with reve- 
rence; for it is not needful for thee to see 
= thine eyes the things that are in se- 


For whatsoever God hath revealed 
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in general concerning Election, it concerns 
all persons within the pale of Christianity: 
He hath conveyed notice to all Christian 
people, that are the sons of God, that they 
are the heirs of Eternity, co-heirs with 
Christ, partakers of the Divine nature; 
meaning, that such they are by the design 
of God, and the purposes of the manifesta- 
tion of his Son. The Election of God is 
disputed in Scripture to be an act of God 
separating whole Nations, and rejecting 
others; in each of which, many particular 
instances there are, contrary to the general 
and universal purpose: and of the elect na- 
tions, many particulars perished; and many 
of the rejected people sat - down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the king- 
dom of Heaven: And to those persons, to 
whom God was more particular, and was 
pleased to shew the scrowls of his eternal 
counsels, and to reveal their particular elec- 
tions, as he did to the twelve Apostles, he 
shewed them wrapped up and sealed; and, 
to take off their confidences or presump- 
tions, he gave probation in one instance 
that those scrowls may be cancelled, that 

his 


or SALVATION. 111 
his purpose concerning particulars may be 


altered by us; and therefore that he did not. 


discover the bottom of the Abyss, but some 


purposes of special grace and infinite design. 


But his peremptory, final, unalterable De- 
cree, he keeps in the cabinets, of the eter- 
nal ages, never to be unlocked; till the 
Angel of the Covenant shall declare the 
unalterable universal Sentence. 

All the confideyces, which the Spirit of 
God hath created in the Elect, are built 
upon Duty, and stand or fall according to 
the strength or weakness of such supporters. 
We know we are translated from death 
to life by our love unto the Brethren: 
meaning. that the performance of our Duty 
is the best consignation to Eternity, and 
the only true testimony God gives of our 
Election. And therefore we are to 2 
our judgments accordingly. 

Great Exemplar of Sanetity,” 

F. 3. 8.15, Disc. 16. 2. 3. 
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Miscellaneous Passages selected and 
adapted, nn the, Works «of Bishop 
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| Disruravr 8, of the Age in which 
Bishop Hall lived, were not very scrupu- 
lous in applying to their Adversaries oppro- 
brious terms. Hence it happens, that on 
occasions of Controversy, we find him using 
harsh and coarse language, which the civi- 
lity of modern times very properly rejects. 
But, with this exception, (and who among 
Mortals is unexceptionable !) he is a most 
valuable Writer. For he appears to have 
made much observation on Men, Manners, 
and Life; to have conceived very sublime 
ideas of the un Religion; and most 

thoroughly 


FROM BISHOP HALL. 113 


thoroughly to have felt its divine influence. 
From his Works shall be given a brief se- 
lection of Passages suitable to our general 


Purpose. 
. Frome the *© Meditations.” 


As nothing makes so strong and mortal 
hostility, as discord in religion: so nothing 
in the World unites men's hearts so firmly, 
as the bond of faith. | 
5 2 Cent. 49. 

I have been always wont to commend 
and admire the humility of these great and 
profound wits, whom depth of knowledge 
hath not led to by-paths' in judgement; 
but (walking in the beaten path of the 


Church) have bent all their forces to the 


establishment of received truths : account-' 
ing it greater glory to confirm an ancient 
verity, than to devise a new opinion (though 
never so profitable) unknown to their pre- 


decessors. 1 Will not reject a truth, for 


mere novelty?" (Old Truths may come 
newly to light; neither is God tied to times, 
for the gift of his illumination) but I will 
suspect à novel opinion, of untruth; and 

H | not 
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not entertain it, unless it may be deduced 


from ancient grounds. | 
2 Cent. 53. | 


| Many Christians do greatly wrong them- 
selves with a dull and heavy kind of sullen- 
ness; who not suffering themselves to delight 
in any worldly thing, are thereupon so heart- 
less, that they ent in nothing. 
3 Cent, 7. 


—2 bs Holy Observations.” 


A Christian in all his ways must have 
three guides: Truth, Charity, Wisdom. 


2 Truth to go before him: Cbarity and Wis- 
dom on either hand. If any of che three 


be absent; he walks amiss. I have seen 


some do hurt, by nee a n nabe | 


Obs. 12. 


"Ki is not —_ a be continual in . 


ciation of judgement. The noise to which. 
we are accustomed (though loud) wakes us 


not: whereas a less (if unusual) stirreth us. 


The next way to make threatenings con- 


temned, is to make them common. 
Obs. 40, . 
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From the © Epistles.” 


Decad the Third. 
Epist. 5th. to one who was unsettled in 


religion on account of Dissensions among 


Christians. 


If you love not inconstancy, tell us, why 
you stagger? Be plain, or else you will 
never be firm. What hinders you? Is it 
our divisions? I see you shake your head 
at this; and by your silent gesture bewray 
this the cause of your distaste. Would 
God I could either deny this with truth, or 
amend it with tears. But I grant it with 
no less sorrow, than offence. This earth 
hath nothing more lamentable, than the 
Civil Jars of one Faith. 


Decad the Fifth. 


Epist. 2. in proof, that it is not neces- 
sary 80 to follow the Apostolical usages, 
as not to deviate from them in * in- 


_ different.” 


1 fear not to say, those are but men super- 
en curious, which would call back 
He all 
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all circumstances to their first patterns. 
To reduce us to the same observations 
which were in Apostolical use, were no 
better than to tie us to the sandals of the 
Apostles. In these cases, they did what 
we need not; and we may, What they did 
not. God meant us no bondage in their 
example. Their Canons bind us, Whether 
for Manners, or Doctrine; not their, Cere- 
monies. Neither Christ, nor his Apostle: 
Who can chuse but see a manifest differ- 
ence betwixt those Laws; which Christ and 
his Ambassadors made for Eternal, Life, and 
those ritual matters, which were confined 
to place and time? Some of them we can» 
not do: others we need not... i. 14. 
What need we to chuse Ministers 57 lot? 
what 'need we to disclaim all peculiarity in 
goods? what need we to christen in rivers? 
or to meet upon their banks? what need 
we. to receive God's supper after our own? 
what to celebrate love - feasts on the receipt? 
what to depend upon a maintenance“ ar- 
F ee bitrary 
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47 fpoiking of the Rafornimion and Ministers of the 
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bitrary and uncertain? what to spend our 
days in perpetual per-erration, (wandering 
about) as not only the Apostles, but the Pro- 
phets and Evangelists some ages after 
Christ? Whosbever would impose all these 
on us, he should surely make us not the 
sons, but the slaves of the Apostles. 
Who can deny, that we have the sub- 
stance of all those royal Laws, Which 
Christ and his Apostles left to his Church? 


Reformed Religion in Scotland, Dr. Robertson observes; 

© Though the number of Protestant preachers was 
now considerably increased, many more were still 
wanted, in every corner of the kingdom. No legal 
provision having been made for them, they had 
hitherto drawn a scanty and precarious subsistence 


from the benevolence of their people. To suffer the 1 
ministers of an established church to continue in this "0 
State of indigence and dependance, was an indecency pj 
equally repugnant to the principles of religion, and to 1 
the maxims of sound policy; and would have justified i 
all the imputations of avarice, with which the Refor- 1 


mation was then loaded by its enemies. 
Robertson's History of Scotland. 
B. 3. p. 2361 Q. Ed. 17/1. 
This passage is submitted to the consideration of 
an. who would reduce the Clergy to no other 
maintenance, than what might be l from volun- 
tary oblations. 
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What do we now, thus mne 
catching at shadows? If there had been a 
necesssity of having what we want, or of 
wanting what we have; let us not so far 
wrong the wisdom and perfection of the 
Lawgiver, as to think he would not have 
enjoined that, and forbidden this. His 
silence in both argues his indifference, and 
calls for ours; which while it is not peace- 
ably entertained, there is clamour without 
profit, malice without cause, and strife 
Nr end. | 


Decad the Sixth. 


Epist. 3. dissuading from "Senaration, 
2 confuting some of the pleas, which 
are urged in defence of it. 

But the main quarrel is against our Mi- 
nistry, and form of worship. Let these be 
examined. This is the eircle of their cen- 
sure; No Church, therefore no Ministry: 
and no Ministry, therefore no Church.“ 
What would they haye? Have we not 
competent gifts from above, for so great a 
function? Are we all unlearned, insuffici- 
ent? Not a man that knows to divide the 

8 word 
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word aright? As Paul to the Corinthians, 


Is it so that there is not one wise man 


amongst us?” No man will affirm it: 


some of them have censured our excess in 
some knowledge; none, our defect in all. 
What then? Have we not a true desire to 
do faithful service to God and his Church? 
No zeal for God's glory? Who hath been 
in our hearts to see this? Who dare usurp 


upon God, and condemn our thoughts? 


Yea, we appeal to that only judge of hearts, 
whether he hath not given us a sincere 


longing for the good of his Sion: he shall 


make the thoughts of all hearts manifest : 
and then shall every man have praise of 


God. If then we have both ability and 


will to public good, our inward calling 
(which is the main point) is good and per- 
fect: for the outward, what want we? 
Are we not first (after good trial) presented 
and approved by the learned, in our * Col- 
cable leges; 

*The names of those, who are Candidates for Holy 
Orders, but have not been immediately resident in the 


Univ ersities, are published three times in the Parish 
Church, to which they respectively belong. So cau- 


tiqus is our National Church in the appointment of 


H 4 Ministers. 
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leges; examined by our Church-governours; 
ordained: by imposition of hands of the El- 
dership; allowed by the congregations we 
are set over? Do we not labour in word 
and doctrine ?, Do we not carefully admi- 
nister the Sacraments. of the Lord Jesus? 
Have we not by our public means won 
many souls to God? What should we have 
and do more? | 
Look in our Saviour s times: What cor- 
ruptions were in the very Priest- hood? It 
Was now made annual, which was before 
fixed and singular. Christ saw these abuses, 
and was silent: here was much dislike and 
no clamour: we for less, exclaim and sepa- 
rate: even personal offences are fetched into 
the condemnation of lawful courses. God 


Ministers. And in this practice is ieee the ougtow 
of high antiquity. For we know, that in the time of 
Alexander Severus, the Christians of that age pub- 
lished the names of those, who were to be ordained; 
that any who could bring well-founded objections, 
might come forward and prevent their Ordination. 
See Hist. August. Script or,—Zlii Lawpridu Vit. Alex- 
and. Severi. c. xiv. In which usage, they followed the 
Apostle's rule; 1. Tim. v. 22. and the direction of the 
; Twelve, b in Acts, vi. 3. 


give 


3 
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give both pardon and redress to this, foul 


uncharitableness. Alas, how ready we are 
to. toss the fore-part of our Wallet, while 
our own faults are ready to break our-necks, 
behind us! All the: world sees and con- 
demns their Ordination to be faulty; yea 
none at all: yet they cry out first on us, 
lest we should complain. That Church- 


governours should ordain Ministers, hath 


been the constant practice of the Church, 
from Christ's time to this hour. IL except 
only, in an extreme desolation, merely for 
the first course. That the people should 
make their Ministers, was unheard of in all 
ages and churches, till Bolton, Brown, and 
Barrow ; and hath neither- pour nor ex- 
ample. tre 90 


The Passion Sermon, 


Let me beg for peace, as for life. By 


our filial piety to the Church of God, 


whose ruins follow upon our Divisions ! by 
your love of God's truth ! by the graces of 
that one Blessed Spirit, whereby we are all 
informed and quickened ! by the precious. 
blood of that Son of God, which was shed 

. | for 
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for our redemption, be inclined to peace 
and love ! e 
Sect. ii. 

This e earnest and ee address who 
would not make his own ! and add to it the 
words of our Lorp, He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear.” 
Apology against the Brownists. 
Will the wise husbandman cast away 
his Corn-heap, for the chaff and dust? 
Shall the fisher cast away a good draught, 
because his drag-net hath Weeds? Doth 
God separate from the faithful soul, because 
it has some corruptions her inmates, 
though not her commanders? Certainly, 
if you could thoroughly separate the World 
from you, you would neyer thus separate 


yourselves from us. 
* Sect, 4. 


From the same Work. 


Mas there not every where in all “ ages, 
113 | an 
Le Clerc was neither disposed nor interested to 
magniry the claims of Church Authority; yet on the 
; * of history, in his truth and candour, he says, 


They 
9 
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an allowed gupenority of Church-Gover- 
nors, under this (Episcopal) Title? Look 
into the frequent subscriptions of all Coun- 
eils; and their Canons: look into the Re- 
gisters of all times, and find yourselves an- 
swered. Let Reverend Calvin be our ad- 
vocate : I would desire no other words to 
confute you, but his: He shall tell you, 
that even in the Primitive Church, the 
Presbyters chose one of their own number 
in every City, whom they titled their Bi- 
shop, lest dissensions should arise from 
equality. Calv. Inst. 4. 2 Lal 
193711 | | (Sect. 30. 
6 They, who without prejudice, have read over the 
most ancient Christian Writers that now remain, very 
well know, that the former manner of Discipline, 
which is called Episcopal, such as that in the South of 
Great-Britain, prevailed eyery where in the age imme- 
diately after the Apostles; whence we may collect, 
that it is of Apostolical Institution.“ 

Le Clerc's B. ist“ Concerning the choice of 
our Opinions amongst the different Sects of 
Christiuns,” Sect, 11th. 

For proof of his assertion, the Author refers to his 


Ecclesiastical Ae POO 1. to the e LIT. 
6. and LXVIII. 8 
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From the same Mork. 


As concerning à form of Prayers and 
Rites Ecclesiastical (saith Reverend Calvin) 
I do greatly allow that it should be set and 
certain, from which it should not be lawful 
for Pastors in their function to depart. 
wah * ad Fotest. Ang]. Epist. 87. 
1 PG nee 37. 
11 4: i 7 18 
5 5 why” Poly thing came Works. 193449 4 

As for our Ceremonies,” aggravate” them 
as you please; they are but Ceremonies to 
us: and such, as wherein we put no holi- 
ness: but Order, Decency, Convenience. 

. 48. 


- From the Same Work. | 
The Church and State, if ne. two, 
yet they are twins; and that so, as BITHER 8 


EvIL exoves MorvAL. | > 
| | ect. 38. 


x W enn, the same Work: 
Alas! what can the Truth either get:or 
_ by such unkind quarrels ? Surely; sus- 
picion on some hands; on others, rejection. 
Sect. 57. 
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Srl THE NINTH. 
CONTAINING 


Testimonies to the Liturgy of the Esta- 
blished Church, selected from Mr. 
1 cc Practical Pie," | 


Ir i was not intended to select Extracts 
from the Works of any author still living. 
But so singularly calculated are the'follow- 
ing Testimonies, for raising in serious and 
sober minds a high regard and veneration 
for the National Liturgy, that they will 
fully justify mn 3 we" 9. nag e 
„ re er 2 

Let it be edbceea! Faves that the: com- 
mendations given in some of the preceding 
pages to to tlie Liturgy of the Established 
Church, are  *rongly” confirined b by Mr. 
Wilberforce.” ved wie ws urn: A 


Having 
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Having mentioned the leading Doctrines 
of the Gospel, he says, Few of those, 
who have been used to join in the Esta- 
blished Form of Worship, can have been, 
it is hoped, so inattentive, as to be igno- 
rant of these grand truths, WIH ARE 
TO BE FOUND EVERY WHERE DISPERSED 
THROUGHOUT OUR EXCELLENT LITURGT. 

| Practical View, &c. 

Ch. 3. Seet. 1. p. 64. Ed. 1797. 

Having remarked the indifference, with 
which many speak of our Loxp's life and 
conduct; sufferings and death; resurrection 
and intercession; all undertaken, and all 
accompiished through his tender love and 
compassion towards Mankind! the Author 
adds, But these grand truths are not 
suffered to vanish altogether from our re- 
membrance Thanks td the Compilers of 
our Ly7URGy,—they are forced upon our 
notice in their just bearings and connexions, 
as often ane N en r of, the 
CHURCH. 50; to 51 Vin enonsbagd 
551 In. dy 0 Gh. 6 9 8 66, 
The 2 next subjoined are of aweful 
import; and from every Man, who loves 
A5 BT either 


ws 3 JS 3 


THE LITURGY: WE 


either Morals, or Religion, or his uy 


claim more than ordinary notice. | 
Let us be spared the painful task of 
tracing, on the contrary, the fatal conse- 


quences of the extinction of Religion 


among us. They are indeed such, as no 


Man, who is ever so little interested for the 


welfare of his country, can contemplate 
without the deepest concern. The very 
loss of our church establishment, though, 
as in all human institutions, some defects 
may be found in it, would in itself be at- 
tended with the most fatal consequences. 
No prudent man dares hastily pronounce 
how far its destruction might not greatly 
endanger our civil institutions. It would 


not be difficult to prove, that the want of 


it would also be in the highest degree in- 
jurious to the cause of Christianity; and 
still more, that it would take away what 
appears from experience to be one of the 
most probable means of its revival. To 
what! a degree might even the avowed 
principles of men, not altogether without 
Religion, decline, When our INESTIMABLE 
Liruner should no longer remain in use! 
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2 Liturgy justly inestimable, which conti- 
nually sets before us a faithful model of 


the Ohristian's belief, and practice, and 


language; restraining us, as far as re- 


straint is possible, from excessive devia- 


tions; furnishing us with abundant instruc- 
tion When we would return into the right 
path; affording an advantage- ground of no 
little value, to such instructors as still ad- 
here to the good old principles of the Church 
of England; in short, daily shaming us, 
by preserving a living representation of the 
opinions and habits of better times, as some 
historical record, which reproaches a dege- 
nerate posterity, by e the worthier 
n of their nn clgletig 
: F131: Ch. 6. p. 411. 

us the sentiments of this Author, Who 
hath reflected deeply on Christian Truths, 
and written judiciously on the subject ot 
this Section, have their due weight! And 
may those, Who use the Liturgy out f the 
Church; reflect on the force of the tenth 


Clause in its Litany. By that we pray to 


be delivered from all false doctrine, he- 
res y, and schism. It 2 schism“ be the 
N making 
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making of divisions in one and the same 
Body, it is difficult to reconcile the consci- 
entious offering of this prayer with encou- 
ragement given to separation: and still 
more difficult to conceive, how Separating 
Congregations can offer this prayer, and 
yet not be sensible they are acting in direct 
contradiction to the letter and spirit of it, 
by distracting the peace and unity of the 
Church. 

Another Clause also deserves their serious 
consideration. Conformably with the pat- 
tern of all“ ancient Liturgies, our Litany in 
its nineteenth Clause prays for “all Bi- 
shops, Priests, and Deacons.” It does not 
appear very consistent to make this pe- 
tition, and yet to encourage Ministers and 
erect Altars, not according to the Episcopal 
Form, but by Lay- appointment. 

The Two Clauses just mentioned ob- 
viously lead to this Remark. Either they 
are, or are not retained, by those who use 
the Liturgy out of the Church. If they 
are retained, then there must necessarily 


* See the Conclusion of © Episcopacy Asserted:“ 


by JEREMY TAYLOR. 


I be 
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be some inconsistency of conduct. If they 
are not retained, then we have to lament a 
departure from our Ritual in those passages, 
which have in view the peace and well 
regulating of Christian Society: and for 
those, who join in this departure, it will 
be less easy to prove they possess that at- 
tachment to the National Church, which 
we anxiously desire should be in the hearts 
of all respectable Men and good Subjects. 


SECTION 
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SECTION THE. TENTH. 


CONTANINING 


Passages selected and adapted, from 
« The Apostolical Institution of Epis- 
copacy Demonstrated ;” by CHILLING- 
WORTH. | | 


Tun Works of this Author should be in 
the hands of every Protestant; of all, his 
Words claim attention. Let us see then 
what he says of Episcopal Government. 


SECT. I. 


If we abstract from Episcopal Govern- 
ment all accidentals, and consider only what 
is essential and necessary to it; we shall 
find in it no more but this: An appointment 
of one man of eminent sanctity and suffi- 

12 ciency 
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ciency to have the care of all the Churches, 
within a certain Precinct or Diocess; and 
furnishing him with authority (not absolute 
or arbitrary, but regulated and bounded by 
Laws, and' moderated by joyning ro him a 
convenient number of assistants) to the 
intent that all the Churches under him may 
be provided of good and able Pastors : and 
that both of Pastors and people, conformity 
to Laws, and performance of their duties 
may be required, under penalties, not left 
to discretion, but by Law appointed. 


SECT. 11. 


To this kind of Government, I am not 
by any particular interest so devoted, as to 
think it ought to be maintained, either in 
opposition to Apostolick Institution; or to 
the much desired reformation of men's lives, 
and restauration of Primitive Discipline; or 
to any Law 'or Precept of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ: for that were to main- 
tain a means contrary to the end; for Obe- 
dience to our Saviour, is the end for which 
Church Government is appointed. But if 
it may be demonstrated (or made much 
more 


1 
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more probable than the contrary) as I verily 
think it may: I. That it is not repugnant 
to the government settled in and for the 
Church by the Apostles: II. That it is as 
complyable with the Reformation of any 
evil which we desire to reform either in 
Church or State, or the introduction of 
any good which we desire to introduce as 
any other kind of Government: And, III. 
That there is no Law, no Record of our 
Saviour against it: Then, I hope, it will 
not be thought an unreasonable Motion, 
if we humbly desire those that are in Au- 
thority, especially the High Court of Par- 
liament, That it may not be sacrificed to 
Clamour, or over-born by Violence: and 


though (which God forbid) the greater part 


of the Multitude should cry, Crucifie, Cru- 
cifie; yet our Governours would be so full 
of Justice and Courage, as not to give it 
up, until they perfectly understand cen- 
cerning Episcopacy itself, What evil hath 
it done ? 


SECT. 111. 
I Shall speak at this time only of the first 


I 3 of 
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of these three points: That Episcopacy is 
not repugnant to the Government settled in 
the Church for perpetuity by the Apostles. 
MW'bercof ] conceive this which follows 1s 
as Clear a Demonstration, as any thing of 
this nature is capable of. 

That this Government was received 
universuliy in the Church, either in 
the Apostiles time, or presently after, 
is So evident and unquestionable,' that 
the ost learned Adversaries of this 

Government do themselves confess it. 


SECT. IV. 


Petrus Molin@&us in his Book, © of ithe 
Pastoral Office,” purposely written in de- 
fence of — . 9 ac- 
knowledgeth: That presently after the 
Apostles times, or even in their time (as 
Eeclesiastical story witnesseth) it was 
-oxdained, That in every City one of the 
Preshytery should be called a Bishop, 
who should have pre-eminence over his 
Colleagues; to avoid confusion which oft 
times ariseth out of equality. And truly, 
'this form of Government all Churches 
every where received. 

SECT, 


OF EPISCOPACY. 13 


SECT. v. 


Theodorus Beza in his Tract, concern- 
ing the threefold nature of Episcopacy, 
confesseth in effect the same thing. For, 
having distingushed Episcopacy into three 
kinds, and attributing to the second (which, 
he .calls Human, but we maintain nd 
conceive to be Apostolical) not only a pri- 
ority of Order, but a superiority of Power 
and Authority over other Presbyters, 
bounded yet by Laws and Canons provided. 
against Tyranny: he clearly professeth that 
of this kind of Episcopacy, is to be under- 
stood whatsoever we read concerning the 
Authority of Bishops (or Presidents, as 
Justin Martyr calls them) in Ignatius 
and other more ancient Writers. 


SECT. VI. 


Certainly, from“ these two great De- 


Abbt fenders 

* To whom two others also from Geneva may be 
added: Daniel Chamierus (in Panistratia, tom. 2. lib. 10. 
cap. 6. sect. 24.) and Nicol. Vedelius (Exercitat. 3. in 
Epist. Tgnatii ad Philadelph. cap. 14. & Exercit. 8. in 
Epist. ad Mariam, cap. 3.) which is fully demonstrated 
in D. Hammond's Dissertatians against Blondel (which 
= RA never 
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fenders of the Presbytery, we should never 


have had this free acknowledgment, (s0 
Prejudicial to their own pretence, and so 
advantagious to their Adversaries purpose) 
had not the evidence of clear and undeni- 
able truth enforceg them to it. 


never chere answered, and never will) by the Testi- 
monies of those who wrote in the very next oy" after 
the Apostles. 

If towards eee ae the Question,“ Whether 
Episcopal Goyernment be or be not of Primitive and 
Apostohical Appointment,” proofs from ancient Wri- 


ters have any validity, they might be adduced without 


number. For some of them see, © The Sacred Order 
and Offices of Espiscopacy,” by JE R. TArLoR,{D.D. 

Dr. EyELEIGH, in a Note to, his second Sermon, 
refers to Stillingfleet's Orig. Britan. p. 7483. Cave's 
Histor. Liter. Vol. 1. p. 42. Heylin's Reformation 
justified, p. 202 and 251. Collier's Ecelesiastical Hist. 
Vol. 2. p. 617. and Bingham's Antiquities: of the 
Christian Church. B. 2. C. 1. Fol. Ed. 1726. all which 
prove the Antiquity of Episcopal appointment. 

Mr. Gray, in a Note to his third Sermon, refers 
to the Epistles of Ignatius; to Irenæus 1. 3. c. 14. J. 
4. c. 63. Tertullian adv. Marcion. I. 4. c. 35. Hieron. 
Epist. 85. ad Evag. In which Authors may be found 
thenames of other persons, besides Titus and Timothy 
who were ordained Bishops by the Apostles. 

See also HoapLley's << © Brief Defence of — 
Ordination: 
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SECTION THE ELEVENTH. 


CONTAINING 


Passages Selected and adapted, from 
* Volume the second, Sermon the hun- 


dredth and fifty-second,” of Archbishop 
T1LLOTSON., 


A Remark that Christians are deficient in 
Peace and Love, © the great bond both of 
Civil and Ecclesiastical Societies,” is fol- 
lowed by. these observations : | 

All the differences among Christians, of 
what denomination soever, are sadly to be 
lamented. This we bewail: that those 
who agree in the same essentials of faith 
and worship, should be so forward to di- 
vide and separate from one another, merely 
upon Forms of Government, and Circum- 
stances of Worship. What can justify the 
breach of Communion and Peace upon such 
terms? Either Church Government is of 
Divine Right, or it is not. If it be, why 
do not Men submit to the Form which is 
establihed by Authority? If it be not, 


what 
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what kind of Government can contend for 
that right, with any equality of advantage, 
against that which cannot be denied to 
have almost universally obtained in most 
ages and parts of the Christian World ? 
As for the Circumstances of worship, 
there is scarce any man hath the face to 
contend, that any of those used in our 
Church are clearly condemned by the word 
of God; and what else can make them un- 
lawful? One of the chief causes of Separa- 
tion, is a, Form of Prayer; the lawfulness 
of Which our Saviour hath abundantly 
justified, and L do not think was ever ques- 
tioned by any Writer in the Christian 
Church, for near upon sixteen hundred 
years; and is it worth while to break the 
peace of the Church, and violate one of 
the greatest Precepts of Christianity, upon 
little and slight pretences of unlawfulness, 
and doubtful reasons of convenience and ex- 
pedience; and about such things as are no 
more reasonable grounds of quarrels among 
Christians, than the differences of Men's 
statures and faces, would be a just ground 
for Mankind to make war upon one 
another ? 


SECTION 
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SECTION THE TWELFTH. 


CONTAINING 


j 


Passages selected and adapted, from a 
Discourse on © The Mischief of. Sepa- 
ration: by Bishop STILLINGFLEET. 


'To those who dissent from our Commu- 
nion; (whether they hear, or whether 
they will forbear,) I cannot dismiss this 
subject, without ann some things to 
them; 

I. By way of Consideration. 

II. By way of Advice. 

(J.) I shall offer these things to their 
Consideration. 

1. Let them consider how many things 
must be born with in the Constitution of a 
Church; which cannot be expected in this 
World without Spot or Wrinkle. And if 
Men will set themselves only to find faults, 
| £5 
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it is impossible in this state of things, they 
should ever be pleased. And if they se- 
parate where they see any thing amiss, they 
must follow his example, who pursued this 
Principle so far, till he withdrew from all 
Society, lest he should communicate with 
them in their Sin; in which condition he 
continued till his Children lay dead in the 
House, and he became utterly unable to 
help himself; and beeause no human inven- 
tions were to be allowed about the Worship 
of God, he had cut out of his Bible the 
Contents of the Chapters, and Titles of 
the Leaves, and so left the bare Text, 
without binding or covers. This is the 
Case, to which the rigid and impracticable 
Principles of some, would bring our 
Churches, by cutting off all Rules of Order 
and Decency, as encroachments on the 
Institutions of Christ. 


2. I desire them to consider how impos- h 
sihle it is to give satisfaction to all, and 
how many things must be allowed a favor- 
able interpretation in public Constitutions 
and general laws; which it is hardly possible 
so to frame, but that there will be room 
left 
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left for cavils and exceptions. Yea, when 
the wisest and best Men have done their 
utmost, some of themselves confess, there 
may be dissatisfaction still; and if Christian 
Humility, Charity, and Discretion, will 
then advise persons to acquiesce in their 
private security and freedom, and not to 
unsettle the Public Order for their private 
Satisfaction; why should not men practice 
the same virtues themselves; which they 
do confess, will be necessary for some at 
last? | | | 

Wise and good Men will consider the 
difficulties that always attend publick esta- 
blischments ; and have that esteem for Peace 
and Order, that they will bear with any 
thing tolerable for the sake of it. It is a 
very hard case with a Church when Men 
shall set their wits to strain every thing to 
the worst sense, to stretch Laws beyond the 
intention and design of them, to gather to- 
gether all the doubtful and obscure passages 
in Calenders, Translations, &c. and will 
not distinguish between their approbation 
of the use and of the choice of things. It 
upon such terms as these men think to 
justify 
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justify the present divisions, I much ques- 
tion, whether if they proceed in such a 
manner, they can hold Communion with 
any Church in the Christian World. If 
Men be disposed to find faults, no Church 
can be pure enough; for something will 
be amiss, either in Doctrine, or Discipline, 
or Ceremonies, or Manners: but if they 
will be disposed to Peace and Union, then 
Charity will cover a multitude of failings; 
and then according to St. Paul's advice, 
with 'all lowliness and meekness, with 
long- suffering, forbearing one another in 
Love, they will be endeavouring to preserve 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace. And without the Practice of the 
former Virtues, no Metaphysical Discourses 
of Unity will signify any thing to the 
Churches Peace. 


* * 


II. But if we are not yet ripe for so great 
a Mercy as a perfect Union, yet I would 
intreat our Brethren to make way for it by 
hearkening to these following Advices. 

1. Not to give encouragement to rash 
and intemperate zeal; which rends all in 
pieces, 
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pieces, and makes reconciliation impossible. 
Those who see least into things, are usually 
the fiercest contenders about them; and 
such eager Disputants are fitter to make 
quarrels than to end them; for they can 
be contentious for Peace-sake, and make 
new differences about the ways of Unity. 
Wisdom and Sobriety, a good judgement, 
a prudent temper, and freedom from pre- 
judice will tend more to end our differen- 
ces, than warm Debates, and long Dispu- 
tations; which as Gregory Nazienzen said 
once of Councils, seldom have had any 
good end. But there is a more fiery sort 
of zeal, and more dangerous than this; 
which may lie smothering for a time, till 
it meets with suitable matter, and a freer 
vent, and then it breaks out into a dreadful 
flame. This we have already seen such dis- 
mal effects of in this * age, that we should 
think there were less need to give Men 
caution against it again, were it not to be 
feared, that where Reason cannot prevail, 
Experience will not. All that we can say 


i. e. In the seyentecnth Century. 


to 
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to such Persons that may be likely to move 
them, is, that if their blind zeal support 
them, as it did Sampson, to pull down the 
House over their Heads, they will be sure 
to perish themselves in the fall of it; but 
here will lie the great difference of the 
case; while they and their Friends perish 
together, the Philistines without will rejoice 
to make others the instruments to execute 
their designs. 

Upon the whole matter, if we would 
consult the Honour of God and Religion, 
the Peace and Tranquillity of the Church, 
we live in; if we would preyent the great 
design of our Enemies, and leave the Pro- 
testant Religion here established to Posterity, 
we ought to follow the Apostle's advice, in 
walking by the same Rule, and in deen 
the same Things. 
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the Spirit, in St. Paul, tells you what 
Fruit of it ye are to expect in yourselves, 
| and others. 
wh he Fruit of the Spirit, saith the 
| Apostle, is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-suf- 
fering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, 
Meekness, Temperance. 
This is the Fruit, which if the Tree 
beareth not, it will hereafter be hewed 
down, and cast into the Fire. And indeed 
we take only a Name in Baptism; and be- 
gin thence to be called Christians, only. 
for distinction sake on Earth; for in Hea- 
ven it will give none, except a real 
Change is made in the Person, said to be 
regenerate; and the Holy Ghost enters into 
the Temple, so purified by Sprinkling. For 
by Baptism we are cut off from the old 
Stock; and grafted into the Body of Christ: 
but so as to close, and grow, and bear 
Fruit. By it we are indeed dead unto all 
former Sin: but dead too, and lifeless we 
continue; except we are OO" 8 22 his 
„ bl Þ fx 
1 Ihe true Judgement * our Faith ; is not 
only, whether it be resolute, and obstinate; 
"IP; | N fo 
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for that may be from a wilful Mind: but 
whether the Belief, of the Divine Exist- 
ence be 80 lively; the Representation of 
his Perfections so clear and distinct; the 

Sense of his Love l to us 80 great and en- 
gaging, as to oblige our mutual Affection; 
to possess us with a Delight, no other Joy 
gan equal; a Quiet and Satisfaction, not 
tobe interrupted here below; to inflame us 
with a Love for all his Images, the whole 
Race of Mankind; to disengage our Minds 
from all earthly Pleasures, and meaner Sa- 
ny admitting no 1 Ya; our 
God. | 
10 ed Faith as this, . 80 > nal OE 2 
0 fruitful, if it does differ in some lesser 
speculative Points, yet is not like to be mis- 
informed long; its Meekness disposes it 
for Instruction; and its Fidelity is ready to 
confess the Mistake ;,, and if. in any thing 
ne is (otherwise-; minded; et God the 
Giver all good and perfect Gifts, and 
who has given to him those other already, 
will reveal even. this unto him.*, And 


* Philip, 111. 15. 22 5 g * 2 


however, 
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however, if the Error” Shall be auffered to 
continue; it will produee no ill Effect, 
under the Governance of Peace, Lage 
fering, and Gentleness. © 
And as the first of these Graces, the Love 
of God, is the most natural Effect, the most 
certain Argument of a Christian Faith: 50. 
that we love God entirely, and solidly; not 
in Pancy only and Conceit, the best Proofs 
we can produce, are its genuine Results, the 
Fruit here mentioned; Peace, Long- suffering, 
Gentleness, Goodness, Fidelity, &e. And 
if/ in this Age of Distinctions, we would 
discriminate betwixt those that are 
Christians, and those that are not our 
Saviour has given us a Text: By this Shπ⁰ 
al men know that e are my Diseipies, 
if ye habe Love one to another 
And "however Men may refine, and be 
singular in their Denominations, and Titles 
of purer Professions; if their Doctrine 
does not at last determine, and center here; 
it is Christian Religion falsely so called! it 
is countetfeit, and . not to it the Witness 


* Joh. xiii. 3. Vp a 
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of the Holy Ghost. The | End of the 
Cammandment is Charity, out of a pure 
Heart and good Conscience, and Faith 
unfeigned :* for in jesus Christ, neither 
Circumcision availeth any thing, nor Un- 
circumcision; but i —_— worketh 
Lone. | 
The Holy Ghost himself has inferred us, in 
his first Speech after his Descent, how largely 
he intended his Bounty. Ihe Promise, 
says he by the Mouth of St. Peter, is made 
to you, and to your Children, and to all 
that are afar off; even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call, God: fulfil his 
gracious Promise; and make all these Par- 
takers of the Gift, that own it 4 | 
And the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Life, 
will not fail presently to discover itself, by 
sensible Signs, by strong vital Indications. 
But the Effects, we are to expect, are 
not Miracles, Curing of the Sick, or Raising 
of the Dead; they were illustrious Signs of 
the Divine Presence; but are not heard of 
after the ür Ages, nor mentioned here. 


. x Timm. 1. 35. 4: Gals v. 6. 1 Ae l. 39. 
| K 3 They 
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They are not Talents of Eiscwebes and 


Discourse, Copiousness of Language, or a 
Avent Volubility in publick: this seems to 


be of the same kind with the Gift of 


Tongues, and to have been but of tem- 


porary Use; here, we are sure, not ex- 
pressed. They are no other, than those 
yon find recounted in our Text; they are 
Love, Joy, Peace, &c. — not 


glorious indeed in the Eyes of carnal Ma þ 


but the most proper, most natural Effects 
of the Holy Ghost; as visible Marks, and 


as convincing Proofs of his Presence, as 
the louder, and me more ne 


Works. 
He then, that is more W by the 


help of the Holy Spirit, is to sbew it, by a 


Loye more exalted towards God, and more 
enlarged towards Man: extended in all its 


Dimensions, Height, Breadth, ' Length, 


and Depth, to Gon, our Sovereign in chief, 
to his Vicegerent, to all Magistrates, all 
Superiors, to Equals on all sides, and In- 
feriors of all kinds. He is to do Miracles 


of Charity; to be a Wonder of Contented- 


ness, Peaceableness, Gentleness, Lowliness, 
| and 
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and Condescension; his mighty Works will 
be in Temperance, Goodness, and Fidelity. 

Nor will it be a difficult thing, to view 
the Conversation of Men, and to discern, 


whether their Behaviour be more quiet and 


peaceable; whether they are patient, freer 
from Murmuring, and Complaint ; easy, 
gentle, and tractable ; not vensorious, nor 
backbiters ; not proud, nor disobedient; not 
given to the World, and its Desires, to 
Ambition, Covetousness, or Carnality. 
Happy is he, on whom this difference is 
found: against him there is no Law, He 
is to be cherished, and esteemed by all; to 
be blessed, and imitated by all good Men. 
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CONCLUSION 


Friends, Brethren, and County men 'M 


05 the presumption and in the hope that 
we alike would rank ourselves among those 
Christians, who adore” the FarkEn, the 
Sox, and the Horx SpIRIT ; who conceive 
the Gospel to be not merely a system of 
Morals, but also and more especially a 
Covenant of Grace to penitent sinners; 
who pray for the assistance of divine aid 
both for inclination and ability to work out 
salvation; who maintain it was ever in the 
contemplation of the FATHER to redeem 
by the merits and death of his Sox, all 
who would receive and obey Him as their 
SAVIOUR; and who are persuaded, that 


Gop 
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Gow: in his unbounded foresight must al- 
ways have fore-known those who would, 
and those who would not receive and obey 
his Diving Sox; on the presumption and 
in the hope that we are alike Christians of 
this description, let us reason together. 
If you have examined the Passages, 
which have been selected for your reading, 
you will have seen “ very excellent things 
spoken“ of our National Church, by a va- 
riety of persons living at different ages; 
who, although they were not unanimous 
as to some particular points of Christian 
Religion, yet were all agreed in commend- 
ing and admiring the Established Form of 
our Public Worship. 11 
* 'These things are indeed spoken; . 
by Church-Men.“ | 
By Church-Men, certainly. Ang: to 
judge of concerns, which relate to the 
Church, who so proper as Church-Men? 
If you wish to be instructed in works of 
Mechanism, you consult the Mechanic. In 
Building, the Architect. In Commerce, 
the Merchant. In Agriculture, the Farmer. 
In mae, the Sailor. In arms, the 
| b Soldier. 
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Soldier. You apply for knowledge to each 
respectively, according to the particular 
. Subject with which nn would be — 
acquainted. 5 £595 ? 
gut your ae were ieee 
But not therefore dishonest and false. 
If you are to suspect all persons of dis- 
honesty and falschood, because it happens 
to be their interest that they should speak 
Truth, you must upon that principle banish 
conſidence from every line either of Busi- 
ness or Profession: you must suspect every 
Tradesman who commends his Goods; 
every Lawyer who gives his Opinion; every 
Physician who says his Patient is not in 
health; every Statesman who advises mea- 
sures, Which he knows to be salutary: in 
short, every Man of every vocation, when 
he speaks to you on the particular subject, 
with which he is most conversant, and 
on which he is chiefly; employed. Nay 
farther. If Church-Men are to be sus- 
pected of dishonesty and falsehood, be- 
cause they defend their Church, what will 


vou conceive of your Separating Minister, 


when he defends Separation? He has an 
interest in defending Separation, because 
he 


19 
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he: depends on your Oblations for his main- 
tenance; which Oblations would perhaps 
be transferred from himself to some 
Church-Minister, if there were no Separa- 
tion. Will you say then, because he hap- 
pens to be interested in the support of Se- 
paration, that therefore his Doctrines and 
Arguments proceed from dishonesty and 
falsehood? He would not thank you for 
such an inference: yet it is as applicable to 
Separating Ministers, as to Church-Mini- 
sters; and Uncharitable when applied to 
either. Awa ythen with an insinuation 80 
low, unworthy, and disingenuous. 
But your Church-Men spoke aſter 
Man's Judgement.” 

And after what other Judgement 4 
\ they speak? So long as we are Men, we 
must be content to judge, and to“ speak 
after the manner of Men. 

« But they formed their Judgment on 


the mere strength of Natural Understand- 
ing: and the “ natural Man receiveth not 


the things of the Spirit of God 


But what if improved by-suitable means? 
1 rus that W with which you 


trust 


3 a 
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trust to your -own powers, you will not 
have recourse to the means we recommend. 
And it is one circumstance, which gives us 
offence, that you preciriptuoualy: n mw 
Natural Understanding. 

By eminent Church-Men neither of paxt | 
or present days is the Natural Understand- 
ing of Men presumptuously exalted. Of 
this perhaps you will be convinced, when 
you hear me briefly state what appears to 
be their general opinion on a subject ex- 
ceedingly interesting, but of which we 
must not venture to speak, without extreme 
caution and ae e then it _ 
be given: 

= <a PIR dls and distinet, is 
the inestimable gift of Gop. It is bestowed 
on Man, for the purpose of enabling him 
to distinguish Truth from Error. Thus di- 
vine as it is in its origin, it is a part of reli- 
gion neither to contemu this precious talent, 
nor to neglect its province. Its noblest 
province is to Nees enn Reli- 
gion. 

2. Every 1 in life, bath its aſd 
condition. He that with his Understanding 

. . would 
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would” contemplate Religion aright, must 


pursue the ways Which will. attain” to 50 


4. 


lofty an object. | 

3. He that is intent "FT" on Ae which 
cation of his *sensual appetites; is no more 
able to'/ conceive the force of Christianity 
on the human mind, than an ignorant per- 
son can explain the beauties of the most 
finished pictute or tho most exquisite poem. 
4. Spiritual things are discerned spiritu- 
ally. Christian Truths must be seen by the 
Mind's Eye. If that eye be vitlateck by 
peccant humours, . the sight of, heavenly 
3 will oe 1 and obscure. 


" 6 3 at wr” - 
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0¹ 
* * « jy 88 are some vices, ons paturally affect 


the head, rendering it unfit to think, and recollect, 


and disabling it for any Science; so have ALL of them 


something of that stupifying nature, particularly indis- 


Posing for Divine Knowledge. | 
Bishop Hooper's Fourth Sermon, 
« The Vices and Lusts of Men darken the Under- 
Standing, and fill the mind with gross and sengual ap- 
prehensions of Things, and render Men unfit to dis- 
cern those Truths that are of a spiritual nature and 
tendency, and. indisposed to. receive them.” 
ee 121402808: vol. ii, s. 188. p. 383. 
r „AA. Fol. AS, | 
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5. Whoever would have his discernment 
pure and discriminating, must resist Vice; 
Such resistance will invigorate his Natural 
Understanding. And whoever would im- 
prove in the knowledge of Christianity, 
Practically, vitally, | and spiritually, must 

study the Scriptures, must observe Gospel“ 

duties, must f pray to Gop. By these 
means bis + ONE; will be more 
2 Enid! enlightened 
2 6 Eis assistance can n only; then be expected, when 
wo do our dest; it is on this condition only that we 
can expect to be heard, when we pray to Him C“ that 
his grace may in all things direct and rule our hearts,” ” 
; Dr. Sturges's Disc. gth/ p. 174. 

+ © When we say that the Scriptures are clear in 
many places, the meaning is that they will be clear to 
those who take the proper methods to understand 
them, and seek instruction, and RAT TO GoD FOR 
DIRECTION AND ASSISTANCE, and are desirous to 
obey and please him.” 

Dr. Jortin's Digcourses concerning the, Truth of 

ö the Christian Religion.“ 4th Ed. p. 256. 
1 And is there then the least reason for excluding 
Him, i. e. God, from the government of the Moral 
World; for supposing that the Intellectual powers of 
his creatures are less under his influence and direction, 
than t the material and inanimats parts of the creation?” 

| Dr. Sturges's Disc. 9th. p. 158. 

« We may justly conelude the _ Spirit acts 


y upon 
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enlightened, and for the right apprehension 
of Divine Truths he will be endued with a 
capacity, which he possessed not by Nature. 
In the habitual use of these means lived the 
Church-Men, of whom we were speaking; 
and it was on the strength. of Understand- 
ing thus enlightened and enlarged, that 
they formed their judgements of REGION 
Concerns. , | 
We did not 23 you would thus law G | 
| Divine Assistance to be, necessary for, en- 
ügbtening the Understanding: for, altho' - 
the Liturgy of your Church directs you to 
pray for, illumination, yet we are told ö 
your Ministers do not maintain the Doctrine | 
of Divine e . „„ 9 


- -— — — — — AC — — — > 
* 


upon 1 i.e. Man, in a way conformable to his | 
nature, and principally by \$TRENGTHENING 'AND | A 
' IMPROVING HIS /UNDERSTANDING:” 4 
Dr. Jortin's First Dissertation. p. 22, 
3 See the 19th clause of the Litany ; „That it 
may please Thee to illuminate all Bishops, Priests, and 
Deacons, with true knowledge and understanding of 
Thy Word.“ Collect after Epiphany ; „Grant that 
they may per̃ceive and know what things they ought 
to do.“ Collect for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity; 
„Grant to us, Lord, we beseech Thee, the Spirit to 
think and do always such things as be rightful,” | ' i 
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| 1 the Writings of our Ministers, both 
dead and living, do most decidedly and 
expressly assert this Doctrine, you will in 
candour 1 Yourselves: by. have 


been misinformed. a btn wares } 


Assuredly.“ i 
Io their *Writings then, - Which are nu- 
merous, we refer you; and we dare appeal 
to them for convincing you, that in this, as 
in other instances, you have adopted erro- | 


neous opinions eng s the principles « of 
our Ministers. 


„ your Church Men are Were Ak 


in order to improve in Christian knowledge, 


they must study the Scriptures, observe Gos- 


pel duties, and pray to Gop for direction 
and assistance; Why are some of us cen- 
suxed for professing to believe, that a sober 
life, sacred reading, and fervent piety, will 
exalt our views of Revealed Truths?“ 

It is not the profession of this belief; 


it is not the practice of any one point Nou 


have mentioned, which in itself and in 
its own nature can be censured. Quite 


the 
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the reverse. But in these, as in all/other 
concerns, Men of “ truth and soberness” 
would discourage Excess: that Excess, 


which disdains the prudent checks of sound 


Judgment; which makes persons not satis- 


fied with being, as they should be in mat- 


ters of Religion, serious, conscientious, 
exemplary, and devout; but carries them 
on to be, what they should not be, melan- 


choly, austere, immoderate, and enthusi- 


astic; that Excess, which makes bold and 
extravagant pretensions to greater illumina- 
tion than the Gospel promises; that Excess, 
which brings discredit on Religion, by en- 


couraging sneerers and scoffers to suppose ä 


it is the business only of Fanatics. 

It is one, and to Religion a very injurious 
Act of such Excess, that you separate 
from a National Church, in which there are 
sound Doctrines, Means of Edifying, and 
competent Ministers; and from which there- 
fore Separation is not Necessary. 


When should you allow PO to 


be Necessary? 
When it became a Duty of Moral Obli- 


gation. - 


L _ And | 


* 


7 — „ * we _ 

ts 
1 * 
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% And when should you conceive it a 


Duty of Moral Obligation ?” 


® 


know to be Divine. 


Whenever we should be nn either 
to believe, or to do, what is contrary to 


the known relations in which we are placed, 


towards our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanc- 


tifier. 


* Will you instance some particulars ?” 

Whenever we should be taught to direct 
our prayers to any other objects of adora- 
tion than to the FarHER, the Sow, and the 
HoLy Sy1r1iT, whom, and whom alone, we 
Whenever the Sacra- 
ments appointed by our Lonp should not 
be duly administered; and others, not ap- 
pointed by him, should be instituted as ne- 
cessary to salvation. Whenever, by ob- 
vious consequence, though not original in- 
tention, we should be led to rest more on 
the performance of numerous Ceremonies, 
and on the assurances and indulgences of 
some external powers, than on © hearty re- 
pentanee, and true faith, moral rectitude 
and inward holiness. 


Cases of this kind justify Separation. 


"Om" neither of these charges can be im- 


puted 
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puted to our National Church, by persons 
who are Christians of that description to 
which it is presumed You belong. Separa- 
tion therefore in You is not a Duty of 
Moral Obligation; IP. not Ne- 
cessary. 

Leaving then the tien of Necessity, 
we will take another ground. Whether 
we do, or do not separate from the Na- 
tional Church, is Matter of Indifference; 
and therefore we may follow our own 
choice.” 8 
Pardon me; it is not a Matter of In- 
difference. Nothing is a matter of In- 
difference, which immediately leads to con- 
sequences positively Bad; and to such con- 
sequences does your Secession lead. For, 
strife and variance, censures and animosi- 
ties, are constant attendants on such Sepa- 
rations. Hence follows Disunion of Affec- 
tions among those persons, who (when not 
urged and compelled by the strongest Ne- 
cessity of Moral Obligation to do other - 
wise) are bound to sacrifice much, very 
much indeed, of private opinion, for the 
preservation of Quietness and Charity in 
Christian Societies. And whether in a case 

L 2 where 
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. 


where neither spiritual Necessity requires it, 


nor spiritual improvement is promoted by 
it; whether in such a case, to be even 


remotely instrumental in breaking the bond 
of Peace, and in substituting the malignities 
of Discord, be a matter of Indifference, 
judge Le! 

Suffer me to carry your minds yet farthgr 
into the effects of Disunion. Turn only 
to the History of our own Country; and 


to a period not very far distant from the 


present; to the seventeenth Century only. 


You will there read in most legible cha- 
racters, that Disunion in Religion is the 
most productive source and the strongest 


engine of Commotion in the State. Turn 


again to the same History, and the same æra, 


for another Truth. It is this. The overthrow 
of the Established Church was followed by 
Irreligion of the vilest kinds. And depend 
on it, if the Civil and Ecclesiastical Esta- 
blishment be again subverted, the Nation 
will soon be again overspread with all the 
monstrous Impieties and horrid blasphe- 
mies, which at the period of similar dis- 


asters, were W propagated and 


. . 
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boastingly uttered by those, Who in their 
desperate folly and daring impudence would 
insult every Truth of Christian Neligion. 

Whether you will be accessories to the 
renewal of abominations, ten thousand 
times more formidable than & the Arrow 


that flieth by day; the Pestilence that 


walketh in darkness; or the Destruction 
that wasteth at Noon-Day;“ it is for You 
to consider: but that Disunion leads to 


such Commotion, as may introduce 


Atheism with its black Catalogue uf gross 
enormities, there can be no question. It 
has done it once: it Sor do Len arne ' 
again. S 
* Surely you will in candour N us, 
when we declare nothing ean' be! farther 
from our intentions, than that such Evils 
should be occasioned through, our means.“ 
Tour minds cannot be more widely dis- 
tant from sinister intentions, than my 
thoughts are from suspecting vou of ill de- 
signs. For purity of intentions the utmost 
credit is given you. It is allowed you are 
actuated by zeal for the Lonb, and by 
that 25 But permit me to remind you | 
L3 of 
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of the devout BeveripGe's © Second Re- 
solution concerning his Actions: © I am 
resolved, by the grace of God, to do every 
thing with PRupEN CE and DiscrET1ON, as 
well as with zeal and affection.” On 
Which words he enlarges thus: I had 
need to make use of all that little light and 
knowledge I have, to regulate the heat and 
zeal that sometimes sits upon me. For, 
good passions may sometimes carry me into 
bad actions; my zeal hot in the pursuit of 
Gop's glory, may sometimes hurry me be- 

yond his Laws ; especially where Christian 
Prudence hath, not first chalked out the 
way and set bounds for it.“ This passage, 
dictated by sober judgment, and expressive 
of temperate and practical piety, shall be 
left with you as a Rule by which to direct 
your conduct. 

And now, to sum up the Whole, my 
8 shall be thus: 

As we are all the Children of the same 
Do and for every moment and enjoyment 
of our Existence are all dependent on his 
Paternal Goodness : as we. are all born of 
the same common nature; have all the 
F same 


— 
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same general transgressions to confess, and 
the same general wants for which to im- 
plore divine hel p: as we are all concerned 
to deprecate the same National Calamities; 
all interested in praying for the same Na- 
tional Advantages; all liable to suffer most 
deeply, and by most fatal consequences, 
should that foundation of Public Virtue, a 
forcible sense of Divine Attributes, no 
longer influence the Public Mind: on all 
these accounts, after the example of Hea- 
then, after the example of Jewish, after 
the example of Christian Nations in past 
Centuries, it becomes us to be not only 
privately and individually, but also 800 
and Nationally Religious. 
If we pretend to be religious, and yet 
shew not that we are so, by any Acts of : 
External Worship, we make Religion to be, 
not what it should be, and what it is, a 
Practical Duty; but what it should not be, 
and what it is not, a matter of abstract and 
barren Speculation. This applies equally to 
a Nation, as to an Individual. Therefore 
some Forms, by which Acts of External 
Worship may be e are 1 
requisite. | | 


I S Such 


It is very obzervable, how upon different princi- 
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Such Forms being of Public Concern, 
Should be settled by Public Authority; that 


Authority being itself guided by the Rule 


of our Faith, the Holy Seriptures. 

It is the blessing of Englishmen to live 
in a Nation where all this has been done, 
after a comprehensive, edifying, pious, and 
truly Christian manner; a manner too, 
which is a merit of no small estimation, 


| suited to the capacity and adapted to the 


 frailty of Men devout indeed, but oaks in- 
firm and imperfect. | 

He who conscientiously seeks the Glory 
of Gop and the Public Virtue of his Coun- 


try, scarcely allows himself to think it a 


matter of mere Choice; but rather deems 
it a point of Moral Obligation to acquiesce 
in Forms thus authoritatively, scripturally, 
and fitly settled. For with him, it is a 
Civil and Social Duty; and as the discharge 
of Civil and Social Duties is no inconsider- 


able part of Religion, so far it is a Religious 


Duty; that all, who live in a Country the 
Laws of which are founded on REFORMED 
Arc. should obey those Laws in 

their 


ples 


7 
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their positive Institutions of Sacred Or- 


4 Men run into the same extremes. K other 
causes of complaint against the Clergy, before the Re- 
formation, one was, that they insisted upon being 
exempt from all interference of Civil Jurisdiction, in 
concerns Eeclesiastical. With what» consistency have 
Protestants of some denominations acted, since the Re- 
formation For the very same exemption, to which 
they justly objected when possessed by others, them- 
selves have warmly contended ; whilst they have main- 
tained, they are not amenable to the Civil Power, for 
any doctrines-or words delivered from their pulpits to 
Religious Assemblies. But if this claim had been allowed, 
then, as the Historian of Scotland remarks on a case / 
where it was. urged, *© The Protestant Clergy would 
have become independent on the Civil Magistrate; 
and an Order of Men, extremely useful to Society 
while they inculcate those duties which tend to pro- 
mote its happiness and tranquillity, might have be- 
come no less pernicious, by teaching, without fear or 
controul, the most dangerous principles; or by ex- 
citing their hearers to the most desperate and lawless 
actions.“ : 
| Dr. Robertsgn's Hist. of Scotland. 
B. 6. vol. ii. p. 90. G. Ed. 1771. 
As this Writer was himself a Minister in the Church 
of Scotland, his opinion concernirig the propriety. of 
imposing some Legal Restraints on the Teachers and 
Preachers of Religion, cannot be suspected of ori- 
ginating in prejudice against Ministers, who are not 
of our National Church. 8 | RY 
rid 8 Ie dinances 


Government. 


{ 
* 


170 THE EDITOR'S 


dinances, not inconsistent with the Word 
of God, as explained in the RETORMED 


Church. With him, it is also à Duty of 
respect and veneration towards the First 
Teachers of Christianity among the Gen- 
tiles, that we should not, on slight grounds 


and for reasons insufficient, depart from 


Usages primitive and Apostolical in affairs 
of Church-Appointment and Church-Go- 
vernment; more especially when those 
Usages are sanctioned by the Laws of the 
Land, and are interwoven with them, as 
being most conducive in this Nation to the 
order and decency of National Religion. 
All these considerations have weight 


with me. And since examples of present 


and past times convince me, that from Re- 
ligious Separation proceeds Disunion of 


Affections, and from * Disunion of Affec- 


'* Divisions arisidg from indifference merely, oon pro- 
ceed to disgust : disgust creates competition : compe- 
tition will create fixed hatred ; which, extending its 
animosity to every thing connected with the object of 
its aversion, will of course comprehend the Civil 
a Bishop Cleaver's Charge. 1799. p. 13. 
. 4 W tion,; 
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| bons gradually extending arise Parties, the 
multiplying of which discredits and weakens 
the Cause of Christianity, and may eventu- 
ally produce such Civil Commotion as may 
injure both the Civil and Religious Establish- 
ment of our Country, and open a way for 
the more rapid progress of every principle 
and every crime repugnant to the Gospel; 
my own Prayer is, that we may x or disturb 
each other with doubtful disputes; may not 
be such lovers each of himself, as to think 
nothing right which does not exactly cor- 
respond with his own conceptions : but 
rather, that we may preach and teach so as 
to insttuct, by inculcating what is unques- 
tionably conducive to the increase of 
Christian knowledge and Christian disposi- 
tions; may. treat with forbearance | and. 
tenderness, all opinions and prejudices, 
which affect not Substantials ; may let Mo- 
deration so direct our conduct, in making 
mutual allowance and granting mutual in- 
dulgence, that we may not separate through 
diversity of Sentiment on matters unim- 
portant; and that, at least so far as in Acts 
of Public Worship to hold Communion 
with each other, we may be of one Mind; 
| | even 
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even as we have One Gop and FATRHER of 
us all; One Lord; One SpiIRIT H; One Bar- 
TIsM; One Farrn ; One Horx of our Call- 
ing. | 

This. is my Prayer, conceived, it is pre- 
sumed, in perfect correspondence with the 
sentiments of St. Paul. For the purpose of 
healing divisions, sometimes between J ewish 
and Gentile Converts, and sometimes be- 
tween persons, who having been all con- 
verted from heathenism were distracted into 
parties, and ranged themselves under diffe- 
rent Teachers; with much fervor, and 
much anxiety, that zealous, affectionate, 
and prudent Apostle dictated these charita- 
ble and conciliating precepts : 

Him, that is weak in the faith, receive 
not to doubtful disputations. Rom. xiv, 1. 

Let no man seek his own, but every man 
_ another's wealth. 1. Cor. x. 24. 
Let every one of us please his e 
for his good to edification. Rom. xv. 2. 

The kingdom of Gop is not meat and 
drink, but Righteousness, and Peace, and 
Joy in the Horry Gnosr. For he, that in 
these things Seryeth CnrrsT, is acceptable 


unto 


- 
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unto Gop, and approved of men. Let us 
therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one 
may edify another. Rom. xiv. 17, 18, 19. 
Let your Moderation be known unto. all 
Men. Phil: iv. 5. wy 

Brethren, I beseech you by the name of 
our Lord Jesvus CHRIST, that ye all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divi- 
sions among you. 1. Cor. i. 10. es hy 

Now the Gop of patience and'consolation 
grant you to be like-minded one towards 
another according to CurisT Jesvus ; that 
ye may with one mind and one mouth glo- 
.rify Gop,. even the Father of our Lorp 
Jzsus CRRIST. Rom. xv. 5, 6. ; 

To which words, in its love of peace * 
quietness, concord and unity, real, vital, and 
essential religion, my heart most earnestly 
adds, AuEx! 
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APEN DX. 


P. 2. By Correspondence, by Societies, & 6. ; 

Those nefarious assemblies (says Bishop 
CLEAvER) which minds insensible to every mo- 
ral, civil, and religious obligation, have endea- 
youred, and are endeavouring to establish in all 
parts of these kingdoms, with a view to destroy 
all distinctions of rank and property, all the 
means of peace and comfort, public and private.” 


Bp. of Chester's Charge delivered in 1799. p. 7. 


P. 53. Avail themseIves of Licences, which they 
abuse, Sc. . h 

Exclusively of facts, which justify this remark, 
for the truth of it would arise a very strong pre- 
sumptiqn fram the following passage, which 
occurs in the Charge above- mentioned; 

There is moreover reason to believe, from 
the extraordinary increase, compared with other 
circumstances, of Dissenting Congregations re- 
gistered within these very few years in this Dio- 
cese, that some of them have had no religious 
object whatever; indeed no other object, than 
the power of assembling secretly, for the sole 

8 | | purpose 


= 
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purpose of forming or executing plans destructive . 
of all order and society.” p. 14. 


— 


Or the numerous Writers belonging to our 
Church, who unequivocally assert the Doctrine 
of Divine Assistance to the * Understand- 


ing, some few are these : 


Barrow, in his Exposition of the Creed; vol. i. 
p. 583. Fol. Ed. 

T1LLOTSON, in his Sermon on St. John vii. 39. 
vol. ii. Serm. 146. p. 303. Ed. Quarto. We 
have among the Prayers composed by this Au- 
thor, one which he probably used before he 

- wrote his Sermons. He prays for light and 

discernment, truth and impartiality. 

BuLL, in his Third Discourse ; p. 893, 4, 5. Ed. 
in 1714. 5 

.  Rocxxs, in his Ser on 2. Cor. v. 17. among 
| his xix Sermons. Ed. 1735. p. 294. 

BunDy, in his Sermon on: Acts ii. 39. vol. i. 
Serm. 13. p. 229. Ed. 1750. | 

RipLEy, in his Sermon on Titus iii. 4, 5, 6, 7. 
among bis Eight Sermons on the Divinity 

and Operations of the Holy Ghost. p. 285, 

JorTIN, in his Sermon on Acts 1. 8. yol. iv. 
Serm. 8. p. 155, 158. Ed. 1771. 

ducrug, in his“ Lectures on be Catechism of 
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- the Church of England. Lect. 13. vol. i. p. 
203. and Lect. 19: vol. ii. p. 140. Ed. 1769. 


Wakk, in his.“ Commentary n the Church 


Catechism.“ Sect. 15. 
DausExx, in Bis © Lectures on the Church Ga 
techism.“ p. 98; 136, 151. 


MF in bis Sermon on Gal. vi. 8. vl. ii. rm 


18. p. 305. Ed. 1779. NN 
GrszoRNE, in his Familiar Surrey of the 
. Christian Religion.” p. 327; | 


BaRRIXTON, in bis * Charge 5 delivered in 


1797. p. 17. 
Srynens, in his Discourse on Phil. i. 13. being 
the 9th in his Volume of < Discourses.” 
W in his eighth Sermon at the Baron 
Lecture; p. 252. | 
EvVELE1GH, in his twelfth Sermon ; the last add- 
ed to those preached at the Baur rox Lecture. 
P- 415, 418. Ed. 2d. 17944. 8 


After such authorities, those who are > gone 


ſtom the Church,” may be convinced we do hold 


the Doctrine of Dieine Assistance; and those 
who ate still in Communion with it, may be sa- 
tisfied that the Doctrine is maintained wk Men 
1 the most e and . * 8 


3 THE END, 
— — | 
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